‘'V. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THfe 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1 935. 

- - - - 

W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.^  D.P.H. 


f 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1935. 


W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.K. 


CONTENTS. 


Chairmen  of  Committees . 

Staff  of  Public  Health  Department,  and  Poor  Law  Medical  Staff.  . .  . 

Preface  . 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  . 

Vital  Statistics . 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services . 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough . 

Housing  Conditions  in  the  Borough . 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food . 

Notifiable  Diseases . 

Certain  Non-notifiable  Diseases . 

Isolation  Hospitals . 

Municipal  Laboratory . 

Tuberculosis . 

Venereal  Diseases . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare . 

Meteorology  . . 


I’AGR. 

3 

3 

6 

9 

13 

33 

34 
47 
51 
64 
68 
69 
72 
7  3 


90 

94 

107 


3 


CHAIRMEN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Health  Committee — Councillor  Weston. 

Hospital  and  Sanatorium  Sub-Committee — Alderman  Druery,  J.P. 
Slaughterhouses  Sub-Committee — Alderman  Richardson,  J.P. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee — Alderman  Druery,  J.P. 
Education  Committee — Alderman  Ranson,  J.P. 

.School  Medical  Service  Sub-Committee — Miss  F.  Robertson. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee — Councillor  J.  F.  Smith. 
Town  Improvement  Committee — Councillor  W.  R.  Bell. 

Public  Assistance  Committee — x4lderman  Druery,  J.P. 


STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

*Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
Principal  School  Medical 
Officer,  Bacteriologist,  etc. 

W.  Campbell  Lyons 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Clinical  Medical  Officer, 

Venereal  Diseases  . 

D.  J.  Mackinnon 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Tuberculosis  Officer ;  and 
Medical  Officer,"'  Cleadon 
Park  Sanatorium . 

E.  T.  D.  Gaspey  .... 

M.D.,  M.R.C.S., 

(Resigned  31-8-35) 

L.R.C.P. 

R.  A.  N.  McMath  .  . 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

(Commenced  16-9-35) 

D.P.H.,  Diploma  in 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
Maternity  and  Child 

• 

Tuberculous  Diseases. 

Welfare  . 

Dorothy  0.  S.  Blair.  . 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers  . 

H.  Levy  . 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Margaret  C.  P. 

Hamilton 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Ear,  Nose  &  Throat  Surgeon 
(School  Medical  Service) 

W.  J  .Harrison§ 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 

Consultant  Ophthalmologist 

T.  Go  wans  §  . 

L.R.C.P. 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

School  Dental  Surgeons  .... 

F.  Innes  . 

L.D.S. 

J.  L.  Reid§  . 

L.D.S. 

Public  Vaccinators  . 

G.  P.  McNabb§ _ 

M.B.,  B.S. 

T.  W.  Carstairs§ 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

A.  de  Redder§  .... 

M.B.,  B.S. 

A.  S.  ‘Hannay  .... 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Borough  Analysts  . 

J.  T.  DunnS  . 

D.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

H.  C.  L.  Bloxam§ 

F.I.C. 

*  Also  Medical  Officer  to  North  East  Durham  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board. 
^  Part-time  Officials,  also  in  private  practice. 
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Staff  of  Public  Health  Department. — Continued. 


Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

Veterinary  Surgeon  . 

J.  J.  McDowall§.  .  .  . 

M.R.C.V.S. 

Pood  Inspector,  etc . 

W.  Hill  . 

Certificate  R.S.I.  and 

Housing  Inspector . 

R.  Ay  re  . 

Meat  Inspector’s 
Certificate. 
Certificate  R.S.I. 

District  Sanitary  &  Housing 

Inspectors,  etc . 

R.  W.  Weir  . 

Do. 

W.  Smith  . 

Do. 

C.  Skelton  . 

Do. 

J.  McVay  . 

Do. 

Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts 

T.  Tinn . 

•  *  .  . 

Vaccination  Officer,  etc . 

A.  T.  Lawson . 

•  •  •  • 

Inspector  of  Midwives  . 

Miss  R.  Freeman  .  . 

S.R.N.  and  C.M.B. 

Health  Visitors,  etc . 

Miss  P.M.  Winter  .  . 

Certificate. 

S.R.N. 

(Resigned  5-3-35) 
Miss  A.  Smyth  .... 

S.R.N.  and  C.M.B. 

Miss  A.  Rothwell  .  . 

Certificate. 

Do. 

(Resigned  7-3-35) 
Miss  E.  J.  Smith  .  . 

Do. 

Miss  M.  Munro  .... 

Do. 

Miss  R.  Barrel!  .... 

Do. 

Mrs.  E.  Cowley  .... 

Do. 

Miss  J.  B.  Clark 

Do. 

Miss  C.  W.  Everson 

S.R.N.,  C.M.B.  Cert. 

Miss  E.  J.  Lewis  .  . 

and  H.V.  Cert. 

Do. 

(Resigned  29-6-35) 
Miss  M.  Sherry  .... 

Do. 

(Commenced  25-3-35) 
Miss  S.  M-  A.  Simpson 

Do. 

(Commenced  18-11-35) 
Miss  A.  Heslop  .... 

S.R.N.  and  C.M.B. 

(Temporary  from 

Certificate. 

School  Nurses . 

2-8-35  to  30-11-35) 
Miss  A.  L.  Ridley  .  . 

S.R.N.  and  C.M.B. 

(Commenced  18- 1 1-35) 

Certificate. 

Miss  E.  V.  Schofield 

S.R.N. 

Chief  Clerk  . 

(Commenced  2-12-35) 
J.  Yeoman  . 

Certificate  R.S.I. 

Clf^rks  . 

C.  Hymers  . 

Do. 

J.  Hilton . 

and  Meat  Insp’s. 
Cert. 

Certificate  R.S.I. 

W.  T.  Foster  . 

Do. 

W.  H.  Trotter  .  .  .  . 

G.  F.  Kershaw  .  .  .  . 

W.  Johnson  . 

H.  S.  Wilson  . 

Miss  E.  Treliving.  .  .  . 
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Staff  of  Public  Health  Department  . — Continued. 


Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

Clerks  . ■  *  .  . 

Miss  P.  Park  . 

Dental  Attendant,  School 

Miss  M.  Anderson  .  . 
(Resigned  11-9-35) 
Miss  E.  Robertson  .  . 
Miss  M.  R.  Tate  .... 
Miss  M.  Tickner  .... 
(Commenced  7-10-35) 
Miss  L.  D.  Pude  .... 
(Commenced  23-9-35) 

•  . 

Clinic  . 

Matron,  Deans  Isolation 

Miss  0.  Deakin  .... 

.... 

Hospital  . 

Matron,  Cleadon  Park  Sana- 

Miss  M.  M.  Buchanan 

S.R.N. 

torium  . 

V.D,  Clinic  Nurse . 

V.D.  Male  Attendant  . 

Miss  L.  Allison  .... 
Miss  E.  H.  Lewth- 

waite  . 

J.  Bentley  . 

S.R.N. 

S.R.N. 

POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  STAFF. 


Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

Harton  Hospital  Medical 
Officer  . 

A.  S.  Hannay  .... 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  .... 

T.  Scott  . 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

House  Surgeons . 

A.  J.  Muir  . 

H.  J.  Reid  . 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Consulting  Surgeon  . 

J.  Collingwood 

M.B.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

Stewart§ 

Consulting  Physician  . 

W.  H.  Dickinson§  .  . 

(Eng.) 

O.B.E.,  M.D.,  D.T.M. 

&  H.,  M.R.C.P., 
(Ed.),  D.P.H. 

District  Medical  Officers  .... 

H.  D.  Ord§  . 

M.B.,  B.S. 

G.  P.  McNabb§  .... 

M.B.,  B.S. 

J.  A.  0’Callaghan§ 

M.B.,  B.S. 

A.  V.  J.  Harrison§  .  . 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

§  Part-time,  also  in  private  practice. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifteenth  annual  report,  tlie 
61st  of  the  series,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
County  Borough,  and  the  work  of  mv  department  for  the  year 
1935. 

The  population  at  mid-year  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  be  112,000,  a  further  reduction  of  750  persons  as  compared 
with  the  estimate  at  mid-year  1934. 

The  birth  rate  declined  from  17.9  per  1,000  of  the  population 
in  1934  to  17.2  per  1,000  in  1935.  With  the  exception  of  the  year 
1933,  when  the  birth  rate  was  also  17.2  this  is  the  lowest  recorded 
rate  for  the  Borough.  It  is,  however,  higher  than  the  average 
birth  rate  for  the  121  county  boroughs  and  great  towns  in  the 
country,  which  was  14.8  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  was  12.6  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is 
the  lowest  death  rate  recorded  in  the  Borough  except  for  the  year 
1926,  when  it  was  12.5  per  1,000.  The  mean  average  death  rate 
for  the  past  14  years  was  13.8  per  1,000.  The  death  rate,  while 
showing  a  steady  decline,  is  still  above  the  average  for  the  country 
generally. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  among 
children  of  school  age,  5  to  14  years.  In  1934,  5.5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths  occurred  in  this  age  group.  In  1935,  the  number  fell 
to  3.5  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  infant  mortality  rate — the  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  per  1,000  births — was  80  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with- 
83  per  1,000  in  1934  and  93  per  1,000  in  1933. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  diphtheria. 

The  maternal  mortality  increased  from  3.34  per  1,000  total 
births  (that  is  live  births  and  still  births)  in  1934  to  5.00  per  1,000  in 
1935.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  4.41  per 
1,000  in  1934  and  3.93  per  1,000  in  1935.  Fluctuations  in  the 
maternal  mortality  rates  occur  from  year  to  year  and  since  it  is 
calculated  on  comparatively  small  basic  figures,  one  or  two  deaths 
affect  the  rate  inordinately  ;  but  when  calculated  over  a  number 
of  years  the  rate  for  South  Shields  compares  favourably  with 
the  average  rate  for  the  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns  generally. 

The  average  maternal  mortality  rate  during  the  last  five  years 
for  South  Shields  was  4.51  per  1,000  total  births  compared  with 
4.13  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 
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The  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  case  rate  was  only 
7  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  13  per  1,000  for  England  and 
Wales  and  15.7  per  1,000  for  the  county  boroughs  and  great  towns. 

A  great  deal  of  publicity  has  been  given  during  the  last  few 
years  to  the  subject  of  maternal  mortality.  While  the  public  have 
a  right  to  be  informed  on  matters  of  public  interest,  much  of  this 
publicity  is  to  be  deprecated.  It  is  apt  to  create  a  state  of 
apprehension  on  the  part  of  expectant  mothers,  and  to  that  extent 
can  do  harm. 

With  regard  to  tuberculosis  :  it  does  appear  that  at  last  the 
efforts  and  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of,  and  the  mortality  from  this  disease  are  succeeding. 
During  1935  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cases  notified  or  ascertained,*  277  being  notified  as  compared  with 
385  in  1934,  a  reduction  of  28  per  cent.  The  attack  rate  was,  there¬ 
fore,  2.47  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  an  average 
attack  rate  of  3.61  per  1,000  during  the  preceding  10  years.  There 
was  also  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  in  respect  of  whom  no 
notification  had  been  received  before  death.  Only  24  cases  had 
not  been  notified,  as  compared  with  37  in  1934.  Of  the  24,  11  were 
cases  of  tuberculous  meningitis,  which  is  usually  rapidly  fatal,  and 
five  were  Arabs.  There  was  a  remarkable  reduction  in  the  number 
of  notifications  received  in  respect  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  males  ;  72  were  reported  in  1935,  as  compared  with  127 
in  1934.  Pulmonary  cases  among  females  numbered  91,  as 
compared  with  125  in  1934.  There  were  161  deaths  from  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  a  death  rate  of  1.43  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  This  rate  is  a  reduction  of  18  per  cent,  on  that  for 
1934,  and  while  still  above  the  average  for  the  country  generally, 
is  the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded  for  the  Borough.  Deaths  among 
Arabs  accounted  for  7  per  cent,  of  the  total  tuberculosis  death  rate. 

Bronchial  and  chest  diseases  were  less  prevalent  than  in  1934. 
There  were  364  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  as  compared  with  422 
in  the  previous  year.  The  attack  rate,  that  is  the  number  of  cases 
I  per  1,000  of  the  population,  was  3.24  as  compared  with  1.15  per 
1,000  in  the  country  generally.  The  incidence  of  pneumonia  is 
slowly  decreasing  and  as  I  have  stated  in  former  reports  under 
better  housing  conditions  and  a  reduction  of  overcrowding  a  further 
decrease  is  to  be  anticipated. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  showed  little  decrease 
I  compared  with  1934.  The  disease  was  more  severe  in  type  and  the 
accommodation  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  was  overtaxed 
'  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
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Although  diphtheria  is  much  less  prevalent  than  in  most  other 
parts  of  the  country,  there  “were  more  cases  notified  during  1935 
than  for  many  years.  Of  the  cases  removed  to  hospital,  7  per  cent, 
proved  fatal,  while  of  those  who  remained  at  home  29  per  cent, 
died.  Early  diagnosis  and  early  treatment  with  anti-toxin  together 
with  skilled  nursing  is  the  only  hope  of  reducing  the  mortality  in 
this  disease.  It  cannot  be  over-emphasised  that  to  wait  for  the 
result  of  bacteriological  examination  in  doubtful  cases  may  reduce 
the  patient’s  hope  of  recovery. 

There  is  still  much  overcrowding  at  the  clinics.  The  average 
attendance  at  the  infant  clinics  in  the  morning  sessions  was  46, 
while  at  the  afternoon  session  the  average  number  was  79.  The 
average  attendance  at  the  pre-natal  clinics  was  13  per  session. 
Over  42  per  cent,  of  the  expectant  mothers  attended  the  pre-natal 
clinics  ;  while  about  27  tons  of  dried  milk  were  distributed  in  1  lb. 
packets  during  the  year. 

The  four  sanitary  inspectors  paid  16,846  visits  to  premises 
for  various  purposes  during  the  year,  and  I  would  direct  attention 
to  the  large  number  of  improvements  carried  out  by  informal  action 
without  having  recourse  to  statutory  procedure. 

While  excellent  progress  has  been  made  in  the  slum  clearance 
programme,  a  great  deal  remains  to  be  done  before  an  attempt  can 
be  made  to  solve  the  overcrowding  problem.  A  large  number  of 
families  have  been  transferred  from  unhealthy  areas  to  new  houses, 
with  little  or  no  friction. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  promotion  of  the  South  Shields 
Corporation  Bill,  1935,  in  Parliament,  to  include  man}'  clauses 
dealing  with  food,  ice  cream,  infectious  diseases,  refuse  disposal, 
and  lodging  houses.  By  these  clauses  certain  anomalies  and 
difficulties  under  other  Acts  will  be  obviated,  and  in  some  cases, 
the  procedure  simplified. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  loyalty  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  my  staff  during  the  year,  and  the  interest  and  consideration 
of  the  Health  Committee.  Without  such  co-operation  and  interest 
the  administration  of  a  modern  health  department  with  its 
multiplicity  of  duties  would  be  W'ell  nigh  impossible. 

W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Town  Hall, 

South  Shields. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Area  of  Borough  (including  inland  water  but  exclud¬ 


ing  foreshore  and  tidal  water)  .  3,183  acres. 

Population  at  Census  1931  .  113,455 

Resident  population,  mid-year  1935  (Registrar- 

General’s  estimate)  .  112,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1935  (according 

to  Rate  Books)  .  30,010 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1935 .  £519,347 

Produce  of  a  penny  rate  (estimate  for  year  1935-36)  £1,993 


Social  Conditions. 

The  principal  industries  are  shipbuilding,  ship-repairing,  coal¬ 
mining  and  exportf  Except  for  those  employed  in  a  local  biscuit 
factory  and  at  a  dye  works,  there  is  very  httle  industrial  employ¬ 
ment  of  women  in  the  Borough. 

Unemployment  : 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  F.  Curtis,  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange,  for  information  relating  to  unemployment,  which  I 
have  summarised  below. 

The  average  numbers  on  the  hve  registers,  taken  from  the 


monthly  returns,  were  as  follows  : — 

Men  .  11,265 

Young  Men .  551 

Boys  (age  16 — '17) .  283 

Boys  (age  14 — ^15) .  488 

Women .  379 

Young  Women  .  165 

Girls  (age  16 — 17) .  165 

Girls  (age  14 — 15) .  394 


13,690 
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This  total  represents  40  per  cent,  of  the 

insured  population. 

Of  the  different  groups  the 
follows  : — 

percentage  of 

unemployed  was  as 

Men  . 

.  48 

per  cent. 

Young  Men . 

.  25 

?  > 

Boys  (age  16 — ^17) 

.  23 

?  ? 

Boys  (age  14 — 15) 

.  37 

?  5 

Women . 

.  15 

?? 

Young  Women  .  . 

.  14 

?  5 

Girls  (age  16 — 17) 

.  18 

?  3 

Girls  (age  14 — ^15) 

.  40 

3  3 

The  maximum  and  minimum  numbers  of 
during  the  year  were  : — 

Maximum. 

persons  unemployed 

Minimum. 

Men  . 

12,156 

10,838 

Young  Men . 

661 

478 

Boys  (age  16 — 17) 

316 

246 

Boys  (age  14 — 15) 

567 

405 

Women . 

437 

314 

Young  Women  .  . 

214 

124 

Girls  (age  16 — 17) 

231 

99 

Girls  (age  14 — ^15) 

485 

324 

Health  Insurance  : 

The  Clerk  to  the  South  Shields  Health  Insurance  Committee 
informs  me  that  the  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Borough 
on  the  1st  January,  1936,  was  41,294,  as  compared  with  40,355  a 
year  previously,  and  42,008  on  1st  January,  1934. 

The  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  during  1935  was 
220,915,  at  a  cost  of  £6,879,  as  compared  with  224,264  during  1934 
at  a  cost  of  £6,937. 
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Poor  Law  Relief  :  i 

I  am  informed  by  the  Public  Assistance  Officer  that  the' 
number  of  persons  on  relief  was  as  follows  : — 


Out-Relief  Cases.  Ordinary.  Unemployed. 


1. 


2. 

3. 


4. 


5. 


Average  weekly  number  of  ‘‘  cases  ” 
chargeable  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1935  .  1,890  182 

Total  cost  of  relief  for  same  period  £52,499  £4,784 


Number  of  persons  who  received  out¬ 
door  relief  during  above  period — 


Men  .... 

1,511 

1,024 

Women  . . 

2,926 

666 

Children  .  . 

2,794 

1,282 

Number  of  persons  included  in  No.  1 
above  who  also  received  out-door 

Medical  relief  . Men  .... 

107 

37 

Women  .  . 

364 

38 

Children  .  . 

132 

27 

Number  of  persons  who  received  out¬ 
door  medical  relief  only — 

Men  .... 

40 

89 

Women  . . 

150 

262 

Children  . . 

31 

414 

In-Door  Relief. 

6.  Number  of  persons  chargeable  to  the 
County  Borough  in  Harton  In¬ 
stitution  on  1st  January,  1936  .  .  590 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

Live  Births  — 


Legitimate  .  . 
Illegitimate  . . 

1,855 

75 

941 

43 

914 

32 

(  Birth  rate  per  1,000 
'  of  the  estimated 
'  resident  population 

Still  Births  .... 

73 

40 

33 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
births  (live  and  still¬ 
births)  . 

Deaths . 

1,409 

744 

665 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  ....  12.6 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Puerperal  sepsis . 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  . . 

Total  .  . . 


Rate  per 

Deaths.  1,000  total 
Births. 

4  2.00 

6  3.00 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  hve  births .  80 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births .  79 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 

live  births .  107 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  16 

,,  Whooping  cough  (all  ages).  ...  2 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  27 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Popiulatiqn. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  1931  Census  was  113,455. 

The  Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
at  mid-year  1935  was  112,000. 

Although  there  has  been  a  natural  increase  in  the  population 
by  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  521,  the  Registrar- General’s 
estimate  shows  a  decrease  in  the  population  of  750  for  the  year. 
This  reduction  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  people  who 
have  gone  to  live  in  the  adjacent  area,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the 
County  Borough  on  April  1st,  1936,  and  by  migration  to  other  parts 
of  the  country  where  there  is  more  employment,  mostly  the  midlands 
and  the  south. 

Births. 

During  1935  there  were  1,930  births,  compared  with  2,013  in 
1934,  the  birth  rate  being  17.2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  this 
figure  are  included  the  births  of  29  children  of  South  Shields  parents 
who  vere  born  elsewhere,  but  not  those  of  68  children  born  in  South 
Shields  whose  parents  belong  to  other  areas.  Of  the  total  births 
984  were  males  and  946  were  females. 

There  were  75  births  of  illegitimate  infants  (43  males  and  32 
females)  or  3.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Borough  as  compared  with  that  of  the 


country  generally  is  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales .  14.7 

121  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns .  14.8 

140  Smaller  Towns .  14.8 

London  Administrative  County  .  13.3 

South  Shields  .  17.2 


The  annual  birth  rates  for  the  Borough  since  1871  are  shown  on 
page  32.  The  number  of  births  reported  to  the  Health  Department 
under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  referred  to  on  page  94, 
and  the  number  in  each  ward  is  given  on  page  106. 
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Stm-Births. 


The  number  of  still-births  registered  during  1935  has  been 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  is  pubhshed  at  the  request 
-of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Sti 

bin 

Reg 

ter 

M. 

ll- 

ths 

lis- 

ed. 

F. 

Inward 

Trans¬ 

fers. 

M.  F. 

Outicard 

Trans¬ 

fers. 

M.  F. 

Still-b 

alloca 

Sot 

Shit 

M. 

nrtlis 
ted  to 

Uh 

Ids. 

F. 

Total  :  Legitimate 

and  illegitimate.  . 

46 

40 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

7 

40 

33 

Illegitimate  . 

3 

5 

•  • 

■1 

2 

2 

3 

The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  still-births  in 
South  Shields  with  the  country  generally. 

Per  1,000  of  the 
population . 


England  and  Wales .  0.62 

121  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  .  .  0.68 

140  Smaller  Towns  .  0.64 

London  .  0.52 

South  Shields  . • .  0.65 


There,  were  36  still-births  in  South  Shields  per  1,000  total 
births  as  compared  wdth  40  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths. 

During  1935,  1,409  deaths  occurred  among  residents  of  South 
Shields  ;  this  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  12.6  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  13.2  in  1934,  13.7  in  1933,  and  13.4 
per  1,000  in  1932.  Included  in  the  number  of  deaths  are  those  of  60 
residents  of  the  Borough  wOio  died  elsewhere,  but  196  deaths  of 
residents  of  other  areas  who  died  in  South  Shields  are  excluded. 
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The  death-rate  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  that  for 
the  country  generally  is  as  follows  ■ 


England  and  Wales . 11.7 

121  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns .  11.8 

140  Smaller  Towns .  11.2 

London .  11.4 

South  Shields  .  12.6 


In  order  that  the  death  rates  of  the  various  local  areas  in 
England  and  Wales  may  be  more  strictly  comparable,  the  Registrar- 
General  now  supplies  to  each  area  a  “  comparability  factor  ”  based 
on  the  variations  in  the  sex  and  age  constitution  of  the  respective 
areas.  This  figure  as  applied  to  South  Shields  is  1.13.  If  the  death 
rate  is  multiplied  by  this  factor  it  is  increased  to  14.2  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  which,  when  compared  with  the  death  rate  for  the 
country  generally  is  found  to  be  21  per  cent,  above  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  death-rate  in  South  Shields  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  was  14.1,  in  the  second  12.7,  in  the  third  10.5,  and  in  the  fourth 
13.0  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Of  the  total  deaths  744  were  among  males  and  665  among 
females. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Percentage 

deaths. 

of  total. 

Heart  diseases . 

278 

19.7 

Tuberculosis  . 

161 

11.4 

Cancer  . 

143 

10.1 

Pneumonia  . 

71 

5.0 

Bronchitis  . 

69 

4.9 

Arterio-sclerosis  . 

62 

4.4 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  apoplexy 

73 

5.2 

Nephritis  . 

45 

3.2 

Violence  and  accidents . 

60 

4.3 

Influenza . . 

24 

1.7 

Prem.atnrity  and  diseases  of  early 

infancy . 

56 

4.0 

78  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  heart  disease  occurred  in  persons 
■over  60  years  of  age. 
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The  age  at  death  is  summarised  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Percentage 


deaths. 

of  total. 

Under  1  year  . 

154 

10.9 

1—4  years  . 

61 

4.3 

5—14  „  . 

49 

3.5 

15—24  „  . 

68 

4.9 

25—34  „  . 

84 

6.0 

35  44  „  . 

102 

7.2 

45—59  „  . 

227 

16.1 

Over  60  . 

664 

47.1 

’  the  61  deaths  in  the  age-group 

1 — 4  years. 

respiratory 

diseases  caused  17  deaths,  measles  11,  whooping  cough  2,  diph¬ 
theria  4,  and  tuberculosis  11. 

Coroners’  inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  86  deaths.  In 
eight  cases  the  Coroner  ordered  a  postmortem  examination,  but  it 
was  found  unnecessary  to  hold  inquests.  There  were  36  deaths, 
including  those  of  3  children  under  one  year,  which  were  not  certified 
by  a  medical  practitioner  and  on  whom  no  inquest  or  Coroner’s 
post-mortem  examination  was  held. 

487  deaths,  or  34  per  cent,  of  the  total,  occurred  in  institutions, 


as  follows  : — 

Harton  Institution  . .  349* 

Ingham  Infirmary .  75* 

Deans  Hospital  .  11* 

Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium .  2 

Private  Nursing  Homes .  6* 

Institutions  outside  the  Borough .  44 


*  Exclusive  of  171  deaths  in  Harton  Institution,  12  in  the 
Ingham  Infirmary,  1  in  the  Deans  Hospital,  and  1  in  a  Nursing 
Home,  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough. 

The  44  deaths  in  institutions  outside  the  Borough  occurred 


as  follows  : — 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle .  9 

Leazes  Hospital,  Newcastle . 1 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle .  3 

Mental  Hospitals .  17 

Poor  Law  or  Municipal  Hospitals .  3 

Private  Nursing  Homes .  2 

Other  Institutions  .  9 


The  causes  of  death  in  institutions  are  set  out  in  table  3,  page  30.. 
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In  the  following  table,  the  South  Shields  death  rates  in  1935 
are  compared  with  provisional  rates  for  the  country  generally,  the 
county  boroughs  and  the  smaller  towns. 


Death-rate  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths 

per  1,000 
births. 

All  Causes  j 

Enteric  | 

Fever.  j 

j  Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping. 

Cough 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

(under  2  years). 

1  Infant  Mortality 

1  Rate. 

England  and  Wales .  . 

11.7  0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.01 

0.04 

0.08 

0.18 

5.7 

57 

121  County  Boroughs 

1 

and  Great  Towns 

11.8  0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.01 

0.04 

0.09 

0.16 

7.9 

62 

140  Smaller  Towns  .  . 

11.2  0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.01 

0.03 

0.07 

0.17 

3.8 

55 

London  . 

11.4  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.04 

0.06 

0.11 

11.2 

58 

South  Shields  . 

12.6  ..  1 

0.14 

0.14 

0.02 

0.11 

0.21 

14.0 

80 

The  tabulation  of  deaths  as  given  in  Table  1,  page  18,  follows 
the  Detailed  International  List  of  Causes  (1920  Revision),  and  the 
classification  has  been  done  in  accordance  with  the  rules  contained 
in  the  Registrar-General’s  Manual  in  connection  with  that  List. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  short  list  of  the 
causes  of  death  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar -General  is  included 
in  the  report  (Table  1(a.),  page  27)  in  order  that  the  relation  between 
the  local  tabulation  and  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  may  be  compared.  There  is  substantial  agreement,  but 
as  the  Registrar-General  points  out  the  classification  of  some 
deaths  in  respect  of  which  the  certifying  medical  practitioners 
have  given  indefinite  causes  is  modified  in  the  light  of  further 
information  obtained  from  them  by  special  enquiries  ;  and  this 
possible  source  of  discrepancy  should  be  borne  in  mind. 


TABLE  1.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  during  1935,  of  Persons  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields,  classified 
in  accordance  with  the  Registrar-General’s  Manual  of  the  Detailed  International  List  (1920  Revision)  as  adapted  for  use 

in  England  and  Wales. 
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TABLE  4.— POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS  FOR  1935  AND 

PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
registered  in 
the  Borough 

Transfei  • 
able 
Deaths. 

Net  Death 
to  the  I 

s  belonging 
Jorough. 

Uncor¬ 

rected 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Net. 

Of  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the  Borough. 

Of  Residents  not 

registered  in  the  Borough. 

Under  1 

[year 

;e. 

, 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Net 

Births. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

1 

1  ^ 

3 

4 

,  5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1915 

109,855 

3,265 

3,275 

’29.6 

1,871 

17.0 

28 

287 

468 

143 

2,130 

19.4 

1916 

109,332 

3,091 

3,093 

26.0 

1,649 

14.9 

44 

257 

369 

119 

1,862 

17.0 

1917 

106,500 

2,699 

2,714 

22.8 

1,750 

16.4 

33 

271 

362 

133 

1,988 

18.6 

1918 

105,659 

2,979 

3,005 

25.4 

2,122 

20.1 

41 

313 

359 

118 

2,394 

22.6 

1919 

111,502 

3,104 

3,130 

26.9 

1,687 

15.1 

37 

242 

370 

118 

1,892 

17.0 

1920 

115,945 

3.922 

3,966 

34.2 

1,738 

15.0 

26 

288 

479 

121 

2,000 

17.2 

1921 

118,400 

3,464 

3,507 

29.6 

1,541 

13.0 

12 

272 

335 

96 

1,801 

15.2 

1922 

122,400 

3,287 

3,257 

26.6 

1,738 

14.2 

109 

56 

307 

94 

1,685 

13.8 

1923 

124,500 

3,152 

3,144 

25.3 

1,766 

14.2 

110 

58 

297 

94 

1,714 

13.8 

1924 

126,600 

3,087 

3,071 

24.3 

1,910 

15.1 

149 

70 

313 

102 

1,831 

14.5 

1925 

124,600 

2,997 

2,976 

23.9 

1,867 

14.9 

153 

56 

340 

114 

1,770 

14.2 

1926 

123,900 

2,786 

2,774 

22.4 

1,656 

13.4 

159 

51 

241 

87 

1,548 

12.5 

1927 

123,400 

2,470 

2,449 

19.8 

1,725 

14.0 

164 

79 

225 

92 

1,640 

13.3 

1928 

121,800 

2,500 

2,468 

20.3 

1,766 

14.5 

141 

74 

226 

92 

1,699 

13.9 

1929 

119,600 

2,370 

2,355 

19.7 

1,925 

16.1 

174 

69 

288 

122 

1,820 

15.2 

1930 

116,500 

2,411 

2,396 

20.6 

1,602 

13.8 

133 

78 

221 

92 

1,547 

13.3 

1931 

114,200 

2,377 

2,362 

20.7 

1,868 

16.4 

157 

75 

272 

115 

1,786 

15.6 

1932 

114,000 

2,168 

2,168 

19.0 

1,632 

14.3 

168 

63 

152 

70 

1,527 

13.4 

1933 

114,100 

1,961 

1,963 

17.2 

1,679 

14.7 

185 

64 

182 

93 

1,558 

13.7 

1934 

112,750 

2,059 

2,013 

17.9 

1,617 

14.3 

180 

51 

168 

83 

1,488 

13.2 

1935 

112,000 

1,969 

1,930 

17.2 

1,545 

13.8 

196 

60 

154 

80 

1,409 

12.6 

Notes. — (a)  The  rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

(b)  The  populations  for  the  years  1915  onwards  are  the  Registrar 

General’s  estimates  of  the  civilian  population. 

For  each  of  the  years  1916,  1917,  1918,  and  1919,  the  Registrar- 
General  supplied  two  estimates  of  population  : — 

(1)  for  calculating  birth-rates. 

(2)  ,,  ,,  death-rates. 

The  birth-rate  population  for  these  years  was  respectively 
118,955;  118,717;  118,387;  and  116,152.  The  death-rate 
(or  civilian)  population  is  shown  in  the  table  above. 

(c)  “  Transferable  Deaths  ”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a 

fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  died  in  a 
district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  non-residents  recorded 
since  1921  in  column  8,  and  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
transferable  deaths  in  column  9,  is  due  to  the  Harton  Poor  Law 
Institution  now  being  situated  within  the  Borough. 


TABLE  5— BIRTH-RATES,  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  DEATH  RATES  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES,  1871-1935. 
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Since  1891,  Membranous  Croup  has  been  included  under  Diphtheria.  t  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  since  1905. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 
will  be  found  on  page  3.  As  the  Public  Health  Services  have  been 
described  in  detail  in  my  former  reports,  the  only  matters  on  which 
comment  is  necessary  are  the  following  : — 

Municipal  Laboratory. 

Early  in  1935  the  equipment  of  the  labora  tory  at  the  Municipal 
Clinics  was  transferred  to  Harton  Hospital.  The  rooms  provided 
at  the  hospital  are  centrally  situated  and  spacious.  The  laboratory 
will  now  serve  the  dual  purpose  of  a  clinical  laboratory  for  the 
hospital  and  a  municipal  laboratory  for  public  health  purposes. 
The  equipment  is  complete  and 'almost  all  the  necessary  chemical 
and  bacteriological  investigations  can  be  carried  out. 

Municipal  Clinics. 

Additional  pre-natal  clinics  have  been  established,  one  at  Harton 
Nook  and  one  at  Harton  Hospital.  An  additional  school  nurse  has 
been  appointed  ;  this  increase  of  nursing  staff  together  with  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  clinic  clerk  will  allow  of  a  little  more 
time  being  devoted  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  by  the 
health  visitors. 

Midwifery  Service. 

The  Council  have  undertaken  to  bear  the  cost  of  necessitous 
cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  certain  other  maternity  cases  admitted 
to  hospital ;  also  for  the  treatment  of  all  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  in  hospital  or  otherwise. 

Legislation. 

A  complete  list  of  the  legislation  in  force  in  the  Borough  has 
been  given  in  my  former  reports.  Three  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  list  : 

The  South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1935,  contains  valuable 
provisions  with  regard  to  food  and  infectious  diseases. 

Section  82  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
was  adopted  on  the  25th  July,  1935. 

New  Smoke  Abatement  Byelaws  were  considered  by  the  Council 
I  .and  were  finally  approved  early  in  1936. 

i 

i 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Water  Supply. 


Water  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company.  The  supply  is  pure  in  quahty  and 
sufficient  in  quantity.  One  analysis  was  made  :  the  report  of  the 
Borough  Analyst  is  as  follows  : — 

Parts  per  100,000. 


‘‘  Total  solid  matters  in  solution,  dried  at  100°  C . 

Chlorine  existing  as  chlorides . 

Ammonia . 

Albuminoid  ammonia  . 

Nitrogen  existing  as  nitrates  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  at  25°  C . . 

,,  ,,  4  hours  ,,  . 

Lead  and  other  poisonous  metals . 

Hardness  before  boiling.  Dr.  Clark’s  scale  (1°— 1  part 

of  calcium  carbonate  per 
100,000)  . 


44.470 

3.976 

0.002 

0.006 

0.026 

0.005 

0.010 

None. 


41.2° 


,,  after  ,,  1  hour  .  15.7° 

Ajjpearance  in  two  foot  tube . Colourless  and  clear. 

Smell  when  warmed . .  .  .  .  None 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment  . Satisfactory. 

Hardness  (temporary)  removed  by  boiling  .  25.5° 

Parts  per  100,000. 

Calcium  carbonate .  19.70 

Magnesium  carbonate .  6.78 

Calcium  sulphate .  0.20 

Magnesium  sulphate  .  11.01 

Magnesium  nitrate .  0.13 

Sodium  chloride .  6.55 

Siliceous  matter .  0.10 


44.47 

pH  Value — 8.0. 


This  water  is  perfectly  clear  and  free  from  smell.  It  is  chemic¬ 
ally  speaking,  organically  pure,  and  subject  to  the  disadvantage  of 
its  considerable  hardness  is  suitable  both  for  drinking,  and  for  the 
other  domestic  and  industrial  uses  of  a  Public  Supply. 


Contrasted  with  the  two  former  yearly  samples  the  total  solid 
matters  in  solution  and  the  hardness  have  increased  slightly  year 
by  year. 
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The  albuminoid  ammonia,  an  important  indication  of  organic 
purity,  has  increased  a  good  deal,  and  this  we  have  found  to  be 
general  with  most  waters  which  we  regularly  examine,  and  we 
attribute  this  to  the  recent  drought,  and  we  are  finding  that,  with 
time,  this  effect  is  gradually  passing.  In  any  case  the  figure  for 
albuminoid  ammonia  (.006  part  per  100,000)  is  not  unduly  high 
(although  much  higher  than  in  March  1933)  and  is  well  within  the 
hmits  of  safety. 

The  pH  value  indicates  that  the  water  is  slightly  alkahne 
(neutrahty  being  pH  7). 

(Signed)  H.  Charles  L.  Bloxam, 
Public  Analyst.” 

A  bacteriological  examination  was  also  made.  The  result 
showed  that  the  water  has  a  high  degree  of  purity.  No.  B.  Coli 
were  found  in  100  c.c. 

Three  complaints  were  received  of  small  shell  fish  and  vegetable 
deposit  being  found  in  the  water.  On  representation  to  the  Water 
Company  these  complaints  were  quickly  remedied. 

The  supply  to  two  houses  was  cut  off  during  the  year  for  non¬ 
payment  of  the  water  rate,  and  in  three  other  houses  it  was  restored. 
Before  discontinuing  the  supply  to  any  house,  the  Water  Company 
invariably  enquire  whether  there  is  any  infectious  disease  in  the 
house  ;  if  so,  the  supply  is  allowed  to  remain.  There  is  no  com¬ 
pulsion  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  do  so  and  they  have  on 
occasion  restored  the  supply  at  my  request  to  a  house  without  a 
supply  on  the  occurrence  of  an  infectious  disease. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

An  inquiry  was  held  by  a  Commission  appointed  for  the 
purpose  in  October  on  the  pollution  of  the  River  Tyne.  The  report 
of  the  Commission  has  not  yet  been  received. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  only  three  privy  receptacles  in  an  outlying  part  ; 
otherwise  the  Borough  is  entirely  served  by  the  water  carriage 
system.  42  additional  water  closets  were  installed  as  a  result  of 
action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Few  complaints  are  received  of  the  misuse  of  water  closets. 
In  those  cases  where  there  is  a  closet  used  by  more  than  one  tenant, 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  draw  the  tenants’  attention  to  its  con¬ 
dition  as  regards  cleanliness. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. 

Tables  showing  the  classified  visits  paid  by  the  inspectors, 
notices  served  and  structural  improvements  effected,  will  be  found 
on  pages  44  to  46.  The  four  inspectors  paid  a  total  of  16,846  visits 
to  premises  for  various  purposes  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Very  few  complaints  were  received  of  excessive  smoke  during 
the  year.  Observation  was  kept  on  one  chimney  and  the  owner  of 
the  premises  was  advised  with  regard  to  the  stoking  of  the  boilers. 
Several  complaints  of  smoky  house  chimneys  were  dealt  with. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough  :  one  supplied 
by  the  town’s  water  supply  and  the  other  an  open-air  salt  water 
swimming  pool.  The  former  is  equipped  with  a  Paterson  filtration 
and  chlorinating  plant,  and  the  latter  with  a  circulatmg  j^ump  and 
chlorinating  apparatus.  Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  of 
the  water  from  both  baths  were  made  during  the  year,  at  least  once 
a  month.  The  results  indicated  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
excess  of  chlorine  in  the  fresh  water  bath  on  two  occasions,  the 
water  was  perfectly  safe. 

Offensive  Trades. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  : 

74  fish  friers. 

3  tripe  boilers  (one  at  .the  abattoir). 

2  gut  scrapers  (both  at  the  abattoir). 

3  rag  and  bone  dealers. 

1  tallow  melter. 

1  blood  boiler. 

There  were  no  applications  for  the  registration  of  offensive 
trades  during  the  year.  The  inspectors  paid  580  visits  during  the 
year  to  premises — apart  from  the  abattoir,  where  the  work  is 
continually  under  observation — on  which  offensive  trades  are 
carried  on. 

Lodging  Houses. 

There  were,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  19  lodging  houses  licensed 
to  accommodate  343  seamen  lodgers.  The  inspectors  paid  349 
visits  to  these  premises  and  the  police  officers  paid  1,097  visits. 
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The  definition  of  a  ‘‘  seaman  ”  under  the  Bvelaws  made  under 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1883,  is  any  male  person  other  than  a 
master,  mate  or  engineer  who  within  four  weeks  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  date  of  any  transaction  or  occurrence  within  the  scope  of 
these  Byelaws  has  been  employed  in  aiw  capacity  whatsoever  on 
board  a  ship  whether  British  or  foreign.” 

Under  the  South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1935,  this  definition 
is  altered  to  include  any  male  person  other  than  master,  mate  or 
engineer  whose  usual  occupation  is  employment  on  board  a  ship  in 
any  capacity. 

Under  the  former  definition  it  was  possible  for  a  seaman  after 
a  month  ashore  to  lodge  in  a  temperance  hotel  ”  which  was  not 
required  to  be  licensed.  Sanitary  and  police  supervision  was, 
therefore,  less  complete  than  in  the  case  of  a  registered  lodging 
house.  Under  the  new  definition  every  house  which  offers  accom¬ 
modation  to  seamen  will  require  to  be  licensed.  The  South  Shields 
Corporation  Act  includes  in  the  definition  of  a  seamen’s  lodging 
house  any  house  of  which  any  room  wholly  or  partly  furnished  is 
let  to  a  seaman.” 

There  are  also  seven  common  lodging  houses,  with  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  307  lodgers.  The  accommodation  provided  in  this  type  of 
lodging  house  is  steadily  decreasing,  partly  on  account  of  the  chang¬ 
ing  social  conditions  and  partly  on  account  of  the  fact  that  no  rehef 
is  provided  by  Public  Assistance  Authorities  for  common  lodging 
house  inmates.  The  hcences  of  all  these  lodgmg  houses  is  subject 
to  an  annual  revision,  six  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  and  the  other  under  the  South  Shields  Corporation  Act, 
1935. 

The  sanitary  inspectors  paid  129  visits  and  the  police  443  visits 
to  these  premises. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Two  years  ago  some  improvements  were  made  in  a  number  of 
houses  let-in-lodgings.  These  improvements  included  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  cooking  appliances,  ventilated  food  cupboards,  water 
supply  and  sinks.  In  many  cases  the  tenants  make  use  of  the 
facihties  provided,  but  in  a  number  it  was  found  that  the  ventilation 
bricks  in  the  food  cupboard  were  covered,  and  the  sinks  were  either 
not  used  or  improperly  used.  68  visits  were  paid  by  the  inspectors 
to  these  houses  during  the  year. 
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Stables  and  Allotments. 

During  the  year  the  inspectors  paid  436  visits  to  stables  to 
ensure  the  prompt  removal  of  manure  and  the  cleanliness  of  the 
stables  and  manure  steads.  There  has  been  a  progressive  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  condition  of  stables  during  the  past  few  years.  Allot¬ 
ments  are  also  regularly  inspected.  Few  complaints  were  received 
of  accumulations  of  manure,  but  as  a  result  of  a  visit  by  the  inspector 
the  m.anure  was  promptly  dug  in.  Maii}^  allotments  are  disappear¬ 
ing,  the  ground  being  taken  up  for  housing. 

Eat  Repression. 

Fewer  complaints  were  received  of  the  rat  nuisance  than  in  the 
previous  year.  In  every  case  by  trapping  and  structural  repairs 
the  nuisance  was  abated. 

Posters  on  the  destruction  of  rats  were  exhibited  in  various 
parts  of  the  Borough. 


Theatres  and  Cinemas. 

There  are  14  cinemas  and  one  theatre  in  the  Borough.  They 
are  regularly  inspected  and  invariably  are  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
sanitary  condition. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  to  1928. 

There  are  10  premises  on  which  rag  flock  is  used  or  sold. 
Three  samples  of  rag  flock  were  submitted  to  analysis  and  were 
found  to  be  clean  within  the  meaning  of  the  Regulations.  No 
action  under  the  Rag  Flock  Acts  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Factories,  Workshops,  etc. 

The  Inspectors  paid  971  visits  during  the  year.  The  following 
are  the  details. 

1.  Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries). 

Inspections,  8  ;  Notices,  1. 

2.  Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries). 

Inspections,  378  ;  Notices,  — . 

3.  Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  Premises). 

Inspections,  585  ;  Notices,  : — . 
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The  defects  found  are  summarised  as  follows  : 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars  of  Defect. 


Found. 


Rome-  Receiving 
died.  attention. 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  ;* 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

Want  of  ventilation . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  .  .  .  . 

Other  nuisances . 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  . 

Unsuitable  or  defective  .  . 
Not  separate  for  sexes  .  .  .  . 
Offences  under  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  (s.  101)  .  . 
Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (s.  97  to  100) . 

Other  offences  (excluding 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 


Total 


5 


6 


5 


1 


*Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  250.  The  principal  trades  are  : — 


Dressmakers,  Tailors,  Milhners,  etc .  52 

Boot  Repairers  .  18 

Bakers  .  57* 

Joiners,  Upholsterers,  etc .  43 

Smiths  .  8 

Plumbers .  9 


*  Exclusive  of  1-2  factory  bakehouses. 

Only  one  Outworker,  engaged  as  a  Contractor  in  the  making 
of  wearing  apparel,  was  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 
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Inspections  under  the  Shops  Acts,  1912  to  1934. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Shops  Inspector 
during  1935. 

Number  of  Shops. 

Number  of  Shops  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1935  : 


Occupied  .  2,000 

Vacant .  184 


155  of  these  businesses  are  carried  on  in  dwelling  houses. 
Assistants  are  employed  as  follows  : — 

In  356  shops  over  18  years  of  age  only  : 

,,576  ,,  under  and  over  18  years  of  age  : 

,,  295  ,,  under  18  years  of  age  : 

and  in  773  shops  there  are  no  assistants  employed. 

The  number  of  licensed  premises  on  the  Register  of  Shops 
is  131. 

Assistants  are  employed  in  113  of  these  premises,  in  109  the 
assistants  all  being  over  18  years  of  age,  and  in  four  premises 
assistants  both  under  and  over  18  years  of  age  are  employed,  and 
in  18  premises  no  assistants  are  employed. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  shops  (including  stalls  in  Market 
Place,  stalls  and  cafes  on  foreshore,  and  licensed 
premises)  . 

Interviews  and  appointments . 

Complaints  received  and  investigated . 

Infringements  of  the  Shops  Acts  1912  to  1934  : 


Non-observance  of  Early  Closing  Day .  6 

No  Early  Closing  Day  notices  exhibited .  20 

Early  Closing  Day  notices  not  properly  posted .  7 

Prescribed  forms  of  notices  as  to  assistants  weekly  half- 

holiday  not  exhibited . . .  67 

Prescribed  forms  of  notices  as  to  assistants  weekly  half¬ 
holiday  not  kept  up-to-date .  15 

Assistants  not  receiving  weekly  half-holidays .  3 

Record  of  hours  of  employment  of  Young  Persons  not 
being  kept  and  forms  and  notices  required  in 
respect  of  the  employment  of  Young  Persons  (1934 
Act)  not  being  exhibited  .  680 


1,706 

174 

32 
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Record  of  hours  of  employment  of  Young  Persons  not 

being  kept  up-to-date .  10 

Young  Persons  being  employed  between  the  hours  of 

10  p.m.  and  6  a.m .  16 

Young  Persons  being  employed  over  the  permitted 

weekly  hours  . 1 

Reasonable  temperature  not  being  provided  or  main¬ 
tained  in  shops  . .  .  5 

Insufficient  and  unsuitable  facilities  for  the  taking  of 

meals  in  shops .  7 

Seats  not  being  provided  for  female  shop  assistants  ....  1 

Insufficient  and  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  .  .  28 

Insufficient  and  unsuitable  washing  facilities .  1 

Trading  after  hours .  24 
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825  of  these  infringements  were  first  offences,  and  the  persons 
in  default  were  cautioned  and  instructed  by  the  Inspector,  741  by 
written  intimation,  and  84  verbally. 

66  of  these  cases  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  as 
follows  : — 


Fruiterers .  17 

Fish  Friers  .  18 

Drapers,  etc . 9 

Grocers . 5 

Tobacconists  .  4 

Ice  Cream  Dealers .  4 

Butchers  .  1 

Cooked  Meat  Dealers .  2 

Hairdressers  .  2 

Garage  Proprietors .  2 

Bakers  .  I 

Stationers  .  1 


In  49  cases,  letters  of  caution  were,  on  the  instruction  of  the 
Committee,  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

In  17  cases.  Court  proceedings  were  instituted,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  five  cases  for  prosecution  were  pending, 
making  a  total  of  22  prosecutions  during  the  year. 
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21  of  the  defaulters  were  convicted,  fines  being  imposed  as 
follows  : —  , 

Two  at  40/-;  One  at  20/-;  Six  at  10/-;  Twelve  at  5/-. 
and  one  case  was  dismissed,  the  defendant,  a  market  stall  holder, 


being  cautioned. 

The  prosecutions  were  for  the  following  infringements  : — 

Trading  after  hours . 14 

Employing  Young  Persons  betw^een  the  hours  of  10  p.m. 

and  6  a.m .  5 

Not  keeping  records  of  the  hours  of  employment  of  Young 

Persons . 3 


In  respect  of  the  infringements  of  not  providing  or  maintaining 
reasonable  temperature  in  shops,  not  providing  suitable  and 
sufficient  facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals  in  shops,  and  not  pro¬ 
viding  seats  for  female  shop  assistants,  the  shop-keepers  rectified 
each  of  the  contraventions. 

Administration  . 

In  seven  shops,  extra  sanitary  conveniences  were  provided, 
and  in  the  remaining  21  shops  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  were 
provided. 

1,507  circulars  explaining  the  Shops  Acts  of  1912  and  1913, 
the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928,  the  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’ 
(Sunday  Closing)  Act,  1930,  and  the  Shops  Act,  1934  (Employment 
of  Young  Persons,  etc.)  were  issued  to  shop-keepers.  46  copies  of  the 
second  schedule  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  stating  the  Trades  and 
Businesses  which  are  exempted  from  the  provisions  as  to  weekly 
half-holida^^s  were  also  issued. 

The  operation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing) 
Act,  1928,  were  suspended  by  order  of  the  Town  Council  on  Good 
Friday  Eve,  18th  April,  1935,  and  New  Year  Eve,  30th  December, 
1935,  and  by  order  of  the  Home  Secretary  from  the  18th  December, 
1935,  to  24th  December,  1935,  both  days  inclusive. 

Shops  Acts  and  Orders. 

The  Acts  which  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Shops  In¬ 
spector  are  : — 

1.  The  Shops  Act,  1912. 

2.  The  Shops  Act,  1913. 

3.  The  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928. 

4.  The  Shops  Act,  1934. 

These  Acts  together  are  cited  as  the  Shops  Acts,  1912  to  1934. 
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5.  The  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Shops  (Sunday  Closing) 
Act,  1930. 

Under  the  1912  Act,  the  following  Orders  are  in  force  : — 

1.  The  South  Shields  Hairdressers’  Weekly  Half  Holiday 

Order,  1913. 

2.  The  South  Shields  Butchers’  Half  Holiday,  1915. 

3.  The  South  Shields  Butchers’  Closing  Order,  1920. 

4.  The  South  Shields  Pork  Butchers’  Closing  Order,  1921. 

5.  The  South  Shields  Hairdressers’  Closing  Order,  1922. 

6.  The  South  Shields  Drapers’  etc..  Weekly  Half  Holiday 

Order,  1925. 

7.  The  South  Shields  Drapers,  etc.,  Closing  Order,  1925. 

8.  The  Fresh  Fish  Dealers’  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Order 

(which  came  into  operation  on  the  10th  December, 
1935). 

The  Drapers,  etc..  Orders  apply  to  the  trade  or  business  of  a 
Draper,  Milliner,  Clothier,  Mercer  or  Outfitter. 

240  copies  of  the  above-named  Orders  were  issued  to  Traders, 


as  follows  : — 

Half  Holiday  Orders  : — Butchers  .  46 

Drapers,  etc .  39 

Hairdressers .  30 

Closing  Orders  : —  Butchers  .  46 

Drapers,  etc .  39 

Hairdressers .  30 

Pork  Butchers .  10 


The  following  special  orders  are  also  in  force  : — 

1.  The  South  Shields  Holiday  Resort  Order,  1912,  which 

suspends  the  obligation  to  close  all  shops  on  the  weekly 
half  holiday  in  each  year  during  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August  and  September. 

2.  The  Ocean  Road  Exempted  Area  Order  (Stationers,  etc.) 

which  includes  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  a  Stationer, 
Picture  Postcard  Dealer,  Fancy  Goods  and  Toy  Dealer. 

3.  The  Tyne  Dock  Exempted  Area  Order  (Grocers,  etc.) 

which  includes  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  a  Grocer, 
Draper,  Barber,  Boot  Dealer,  or  Ship  Store  Merchant. 

4.  The  Stationers  Exemption  Order,  1934,  which  applies  to  the 

retail  trade  or  business  of  a  stationer  in  all  shops  in  the 
Borough. 

13  copies  of  the  Holiday  Resort  Order,  1912,  and  one  copy 
of  the  Tyne  Dock  Exempted  Area  Order  (Grocers,  etc.)  were  issued 
to  shop-keepers. 
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TABLE  6.  SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  PAID  BY 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Xatitre  of  Visit. 

R.W. 

Weir. 

W. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J. 

McVay. 

Total. 

General  district  inspection  (in¬ 
cluding  housing  inspection 
and  inspection  of  under¬ 
ground  rooms)  . 

2,042 

1,815 

1,626 

1,593 

7,076 

Inspection  of  repairs  to  property .  . 

89 

391 

631 

815 

1,926 

Interviews  and  appointments  .... 

34 

84 

193 

111 

422 

Investigation  of  complaints  of 
nuisances  . 

73 

195 

255 

265 

788 

Smoke  observation  . 

64 

64 

Testing  drains  . 

4 

13 

16 

33 

Exhumations  . 

2 

,  , 

,  , 

2 

Special  Inspections — 

Seamen’s  lodging  houses  .... 

25 

164 

150 

349 

Common  lodging  houses  .... 

3 

75 

51 

129 

Houses  let-in-lodgings . 

Homeworkers’  premises  .... 

67 

•  . 

1 

68 

1 

•  . 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

Van  dwellings  . 

.  . 

63 

6 

69 

Rent  Act  certificates . 

2 

,  , 

2 

Picture  halls . 

92 

29 

4 

125 

Fried  fish  shops . 

282 

58 

192 

45 

577 

Bakehouses  . 

31 

72 

12 

115 

Ice  cream  shops . 

18 

23 

6 

47 

Rag  and  bone  dealer . 

•  . 

3 

,  . 

3 

Piggery  . 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

3 

Other  factories . 

•  • 

8 

8 

Other  workshops . 

14 

.  • 

7 

20 

41 

Yards . 

1,373 

1,373 

Stables  and  allotments . 

734 

204 

300 

16 

1,254 

Refuse  tips  . 

84 

66 

6 

23 

179 

Rat  and  vermin  repression  .  . 

•  . 

175 

155 

117 

447 

School  latrines . 

118 

•  • 

•  , 

•  . 

118 

Food  poisoning . 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

1 

2 

Taking  samples  rag  flock  .... 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

3 

Other  visits  . 

80 

18 

2 

100 

Visits  re  cases  of  infectious 
disease  :  on  notification  of 
cases  :  or  on  disinfection  of 
premises . 

296 

376 

400 

375 

1,447 

Re  cases  of  tuberculosis  . 

5 

14 

25 

32 

76 

Contacts  of  enteric  fever  . 

3 

2 

2 

7 

,,  typhus  . 

2 

•  • 

2 

Total  visits  . 

5,320 

3,645 

4,210 

3,671 

16,846 
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TABLE  7.— SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  ISSUED  BY  SANITARY 

INSPECTORS. 


R.  W. 

Weir. 

W. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J. 

McVay. 

Total. 

Preliminary  Notices  were  served 
on  40 1  Property  Owners  for 
(A)  Houses  not  kept  in  all  res¬ 
pects  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation  . 

7 

52 

162 

66 

287 

(B)  Nuisances  caused  by — 

Overcrowded  house  . 

1 

1 

Drains  choked  or  defective 

3 

6 

10 

14 

33 

W.c.’s  defective  . 

5 

1 

6 

10 

22 

Scullery  sinks  defective  .  . 

3 

4 

2 

10 

Rat  infested  premises  .... 

•  • 

1 

3 

4 

8 

Refuse  accumulations  .... 

,  , 

,  , 

3 

,  « 

3 

Wastepipes  defective  .... 

1 

•  • 

2 

2 

5 

Absence  of  proper  water 
supply  . 

1 

1 

W.c.  accommodation  in¬ 
sufficient  . 

4 

4 

Ashbin  accommodation  in¬ 
sufficient  . 

1 

2 

3 

Yard  paving  defective  .... 

1 

1 

5 

4 

11 

Minor  defects  . 

3 

4 

4 

2 

13 

Preliminary  Notices  were  served 
on  21  Tenants  for — 
Dwellings  overcrowded 

•  • 

Rooms  dirty  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Filthy  yard,  etc . 

2 

1 

1 

‘  4 

Smoke  nuisance . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Drains  or  w.c.  choked 

1 

.  . 

3 

Refuse  accumulations  .... 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Keeping  animals  . 

1 

1 

Statutory  Notices  :  On  Owners 
Under  Public  Health  Acts 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

3 

8 

Statutory  Notices  : 

On  Occupiers — 

Under  Public  Health  Act, 
1875 . 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

Apart  from  the  service  of  formal  and  informal  notices  many  nuisances 
are  dealt  with  by  verbal  requests  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  occupiers 
and  owners.  Any  structural  improvements  effected  as  a  result  are  included 
in  table  8  (page  46). 
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TABLE  8.— STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Nature  of  Work. 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

W. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J. 

McVay. 

Total. 

Houses  :  closed  or  demolished* .  . 

generally  improved 

43 

107 

234 

i21 

505 

Drains  :  provided  . 

1 

41 

•  * 

2 

44 

relaid  . 

•  • 

11 

3 

14 

repaired  . 

chambers,  gulleys,  traps, 
etc.,  provided  or 

2 

6 

18 

23 

49 

renewed  . 

9 

16 

31 

2 

58 

Yards  and  Areas  :  relaid  . 

21 

,  , 

7 

10 

38 

repaired  .... 
"W.C.’s  :  newly  provided  (com- 

•  • 

11 

15 

12 

38 

plete)  . 

basins,  cisterns,  etc.. 

1 

21 

17 

3 

42 

replaced  or  repaired 

11 

•  • 

19 

11 

41 

Dustbins  :  provided  (portable)  .  . 

.  • 

8 

13 

3 

24 

Baths  :  repaired  . 

Washups  :  of  metal,  replaced  by 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

3 

stoneware  . 

newly  provided  (com- 

1 

6 

23 

12 

42 

plete)  . 

traps,  waste  pipes, 
etc.,  provided  or 

2 

26 

■■ 

28 

repaired  . 

Rainwater  cisterns  (under- 

4 

•  • 

44 

3 

51 

ground)  :  filled  in  . 

•  • 

4 

4 

*  * 

8 

Wash-houses  :  provided  or  built 

•  • 

•  « 

3 

2 

5 

rebuilt  or  repaired 
floors  relaid  or 

12 

16 

17 

9 

54 

repaired 

Out-buildings  :  provided,  rebuilt 

1 

2 

1 

4 

or  repaired  . 

15 

8 

84 

41 

148 

Stables  :  generally  improved 

•  • 

1 

17 

18 

Cinema  :  urinal,  repaired . 

1 

.  • 

•  • 

1 

Workshops:  repaired  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

*  Exclusive  of  Clearance  Areas  (see  page  47.) 
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HOUSING. 

At  the  end  of  1935  there  were,  according  to  the  Rate  Books,. 
30,010  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough.  Of  these,  10,422  are 
registered  as  decontrolled  houses  under  Section  2  of  the  Rent  and 
Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  (Amendment)  Act,  1933. 

New  Houses. 

During  1935, 228  self- contained  houses  and  41  houses  of  flats  were 
erected  by  private  enterprise.  444  houses  were  built  by  the  Council 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  to  replace  houses  demolished  in  the 
Clearance  Areas.  Those  built  by  private  enterprise  are  situated 
at  Cauldwell,  Marsden  Road,  Sunniside,  Simonside  and  Windsor 
Gardens,  while  those  built  by  the  Council  are  at  West  Harton  and 
Wenlock  Road. 

Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  Council’s  three-year 
programme,  due  to  the  development  of  the  new  estates  at  West 
Harton,  and  Wenlock  Road.  These  estates  contain  490  houses, 
and  their  erection  provided  accommodation  for  a  similar  number  of 
families,  who  were  displaced  from  the  Holborn  Clearance  Areas. 
The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  number  of  persons  and 
families  displaced  from  Holborn  : — 


Area. 

White.  ■ 

Coloured. 

Totals. 

Families. 

Persons. 

Families. 

Persons. 

Families. 

Persons. 

A. 

22 

87 

7 

33 

29 

120 

B. 

21 

102 

4 

13 

25 

115 

C. 

46 

188 

11 

55 

57 

243 

D. 

13 

66 

9 

55 

22 

121 

E. 

76 

312 

14 

40 

90 

352 

F. 

39 

161 

9 

35 

48 

196 

H. 

4 

1C 

,  « 

.  , 

4 

16 

I. 

10 

35 

,  , 

.  . 

10 

35 

J. 

201 

815 

66 

236 

267 

1,051 

432 

1,782 

120 

467 

552 

2,249 

Altogether,  under  the  1930  Housing  Act,  the  Council  have 
displaced  from  unhealthy  areas  and  insanitary  houses  1,441  families, 
comprising  5,858  persons. 
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Since  April,  1932,  the  Council  have  built  and  let  748  flats  and 
490  houses,  and  at  the  moment  850  houses  are  in  course  of  erection. 
These  “will  be  required  for  re-housing  the  peojole  to  be  displaced  from 
Harton  Colliery,  Cornwallis  Square  and  Edward  Street  clearance 
areas  and  the  individual  unfit  houses  in  Brunswick  Street,  These 
areas  formed  the  subject  of  a  local  inquiry  by  an  inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  March,  1935.  The  Council’s  Orders  were 
confirmed  in  June  and  further  progress  is  being  made  partly  by 
means  of  compulsory  purchase  orders  and  partly  by  clearance 
orders.  In  the  case  of  Brunswick  Street,  the  Council  decided  to 
deal  with  the  houses  (100  families)  individually  on  account  of  the 
large  proportion  of  business  premises. 

At  the  end  of  1935,  preparations  were  being  made  to  represent 
to  the  Council,  Wellington  Street,  Waterloo  Vale,  part  of  Percy 
Street,  Commercial  Road,  Anderson  Street,  and  Felt  Terrace  as 
unhealthy  areas  for  clearance.  These  areas  contain  over  500 
families  and  about  2,000  people. 


Overcrowding. 

The  Housing  Act,  1935,  which  became  operative  on  August 
2nd,  contains  specific  provisions  for  the  abatement  and  prevention 
of  over-crowding.  First,  the  Council  must  ascertain  by  a  thorough 
survey  of  the  borough  the  amount  of  overcrowding  in  working-class 
houses.  From  the  information  received,  a  report  is  then  to  be 
compiled  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  subsequently 
(by  1st  August,  1936)  the  Council’s  proposals  for  the  provision  of 
the  requisite  number  of  new  houses  to  deal  with  overcrowding,  are 
to  be  forwarded. 

The  survey  was  begun  in  December,  with  an  augmented  staff, 
so  that  the  task  could  be  completed  by  the  end  of  March,  1936. 


Repair  of  Houses. 

495  defective  dwelling  houses  were  rendered  fit  for  habitation 
during  the  year  as  a  result  of  action  taken  by  the  Housing  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Rsnt  Acts. 

Four  applications  were  made  for  a  certificate  under  the  Rent, 
etc..  Restriction  Acts.  Two  were  grante:!  and  two  were  refused. 
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.Administration. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspectors  is  summarised 
in  the  following  statistics,  which  do  not  include  inspection  and 
action  regarding  Clearance  Areas. 


1. — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) .  6,190 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  8,450 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  .  1,082 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  1,082 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation .  300 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  1,305* 


2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers .  492* 

3.  — Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  7 

*  Drainage  defects  and  external  nuisances  excluded. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

'  (a)  By  Owners  .  3 

(6)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  37 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  12 


D.  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made .  16 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit . 

(80  separate  tenements  were  closed  by  undertaking). 

Fair  Rents  Information  Bureau. 

The  Bureau  was  established  in  May,  1935.  The  following 
statement  supplied  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  shows  the  work  of 


the  department  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Persons  interviewed  and  forms  completed .  905 

Persons  interviewed  and  forms  not  yet  completed .  101 

Inquiries  re  de-controlled  houses .  934 

Inquiries  by  landlords  . '. . . .  38 

Inquiries — niisceilaneous  . . . . .  165 


2,143 

Interviews  arranged  but  not  completed  .  359 


Total  Inquiries .  2,502 


Cash  calculated  to  be  due  to  tenants  according  to  informa¬ 
tion  supplied  by  them .  £1,005 

*  Cash  refunded  as  reported  by  the  tenants .  £232 


*  Many  tenants  are  known  to  have  had  cash  refunded  or  madn 
new  arrangements  with  the  landlord,  but  the}^  have  not  reported 
the  fact  to  the  Bureau. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

During  the  year  four  routine  quarterly  inspections  of  milch 
cows  were  carried  out  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  at  each  of  the 
seven  dairy  farms  within  the  Borough.  The  total  number  of 
animals  examined  each  quarter  was  86,  79,  87  and  86  respectively. 

The  general  condition  of  the  herds  was  good.  One  notification 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  was  received.  The  animal  was 
removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered,  and  a  post-mortem  examin¬ 
ation  revealed  that  the  disease  was  advanced.  The  amount  of 
compensation  paid  was  £4. 

I 

Thirty  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  sent  for  biological 
examination  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Of  these,  23  were  taken  from 
producer-retailers  at  farms  within  the  Borough ;  one  from  a 
;  producer  outside  of  the  Borough,  in  course  of  transit  to  a  retailer  ; 
two  from  retailers  shortly  after  delivery,  and  four  from  schools. 

Two  samples  contained  tubercle  bacilli.  Of  these  one  was 
taken  from  a  consignment  in  course  of  transit  from  a  farm  outside 
I  the  Borough,  and  the  particulars  were  forwarded  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  An  examination  of  the  herd  was  made 
by  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  who  found  one  cow  suffering 
from  an  indurated  udder,  and  a  sample  of  milk  proved  positive 
microscopically.  The  cow  was  slaughtered  and  found  to  be  a 
generalised  case  of  tuberculosis  on  post-mortem  examination,  A 
sputum  sample  from  another  cow  was  also  found  to  be  positive 
microscopically,  but  on  post-mortem  examination  it  was  found 
that  the  disease  was  not  generalised. 

The  remaining  sample  was  taken  at  a  local  farm.  A  clinical 
examination  of  the  herd  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  failed  to  reveal 
any  animals  suffering  from  suspicious  symptoms. 

Three  samples  of  milk  were  then  taken  from  groups  of  cows  and 
submitted  for  biological  examination,  the  results  of  which  were 
negative.  Later  in  the  year  two  further  samples  from  individual 
cows  and  one  from  the  mixed  milk  of  the  herd  were  taken  and  these 
also  proved  to  be  negative.  In  the  meantime,  one  cow  had  been 
sold. 

21  further  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Of  these,  12  were  taken  at  local  farms,  one  in  course  of  transit  to 
a  retailer,  two  from  dairymen  and  six  after  delivery  at  schools. 
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The  attention  of  five  local  producers  was  drawn  to  the  high 
bacteria  count  and  cohforin  content  in  their  respective  samples, 
and  in  each  case  a  considerable  improvement  was  found  in  both  the 
count  and  coliform  content  of  samples  taken  on  subsequent  visits. 


The  results  of  the  examinations  are  as  follows  : — 


Sample 

Number. 

Total  number 
of  micro-organ¬ 
isms  per  1  cubic 
centimetre. 

Coliforr 

n  Content 

Grade 
of  milk. 

1  c.c. 

.1  c.c. 

.01  c.c. 

.001  c.c. 

1 

236,000 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

•  •  •  * 

2 

968,000 

4- 

i 

+ 

+ 

+ 

«  •  •  » 

3 

280,000 

+ 

4- 

+ 

+ 

4 

336,000 

+ 

4- 

+ 

4- 

1 

5 

31,200 

— 

6 

236,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

256,000 

+ 

4- 

4- 

— 

8 

264,000 

4- 

+ 

+ 

— 

“  A  ” 

9 

30,400 

+ 

4- 

— 

“  A.” 

10 

40,900 

— 

— 

11 

672,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

10,600 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

488,000 

+ 

4- 

— 

— 

14 

7,200 

"4 

— 

— 

15 

26,400 

— 

— 

— 

16 

17,200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

76,200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

30,000 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

19 

1,860 

— 

— 

— 

20 

590 

— 

— 

— 

21 

980 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  etc. 

Alterations  have  been  carried  out  to  the  cow'shed  at  one  farm, 
increasing  and  improving  the  accommodation  for  the  herd. 

At  another  farm  alterations  and  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  to  an  existing  outbuilding  for  use  as  a  dairy,  providing 
separate  accommodation  for  (1)  a  steam  boiler;  (2)  washing  and 
sterilising  plant  for  milk  bottles  and  utensils  ;  and  (3)  milk  storage 
and  bottling. 

Six  small  dairies  have  been  fitted  out  for  the  retail  milk  trade. 


53 


Hegistration  of  milk  vendors  and  premises. 

The  number  of  milk  vendors  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 


1935,  was  as  follows  : — • 

Registered  31st  December,  1934 
Number  Registered  during  1935 

Struck  off  Register  during  1935.  . 


Loose 

Bottled 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Totals. 

103 

108 

211 

11 

4 

15 

114 

112 

226 

6 

2 

8 

108 

no 

218 

Five  of  these  are  also  registered  as  wholesale  dealers. 

Seven  are  producer-retailers  whose  premises  are  situated  withm 
the  Borough  and  six  producer-retailers  from  outside  the  Borough 
boundaries. 

Offences  : 

During  the  year  proceedings  were  taken  against  five  persons  for 
contravenmg  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926, 
particulars  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

( 1 )  Carrying  on  the  trade  of  a  dairyman,  not  being  a  registered 

person. 

(2)  Using  unregistered  premises  as  a  dairy. 

(3)  Removing  or  tampering  with  the  disc  or  other  device  used 

for  closing  the  bottle  before  delivery  to  the  consumer. 

All  five  defendants  were  charged  with  the  three  offences,  and 
fines  of  10  /-,  10  /-,  10  /-,  10  /-  and  5  /-  respectively  were  imposed. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 

Nine  dealer’s  licences  were  granted  to  six  dairymen  under  the 


Order. 

To 

bottle 

To 

sell 

Supple¬ 

mentary 

and  sell. 

only. 

licences. 

Total. 

“  Certified  ”  Milk  . 

•  •  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

Grade  A.”  (T.T.)  .... 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

Grade  ‘‘A.”  . 

4 

•  • 

4 

To  Pasteurise  Milk . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

.  ■  1 

8 

•  • 

9 

There  are  no  licensed  producers  of  designated  milks  within  the 
borough. 
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Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  borough  ;  all 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  food  must  be  carried  out  at  the  Abattoir. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  past  eight  years  : — 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Beasts  .  . 

2,278 

2,019 

2,325 

2,408 

2,503 

2,374 

2,363 

2,499 

Calves  .  . 

390 

332 

387 

228 

108 

158 

329 

320 

Sheep 

29,340 

25,503 

25,036 

29,219 

40,071 

35,680 

32,395 

28,951 

Pigs  .... 

7,230 

5,638 

4,886 

6,124 

8,410 

6,958 

6,646 

6,186 

Totals  .  . 

39,238 

33,492 

32,634 

37,979 

51,092 

45,170 

41,733 

37,956 

Food  Condemned. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  : — 

At  the  Abattoir  : — 


On  account  of  Tuberculosis  : — 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bull¬ 

ocks. 

Bulls. 

Calves 

Pigs. 

Sheep 

Total. 

Whole  Carcase 
and  offal  .... 

6 

1 

2 

,  , 

15 

1* 

25 

Parts  and  Organs 
condemned  .  . 

154 

71 

37 

•  « 

1 

171 

•  . 

434 

Total  animals 
affected  .... 

160 

72 

1 

186 

1* 

459 

Parts  and  Organs  condemaied  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  : — 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bullocks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Forequarters  .... 

3 

8 

2 

Hindcpiarters  .... 

•  . 

.  - 

.  . 

,  , 

,  , 

Heads  . 

17 

29 

15 

73 

Lungs  . 

146 

53 

27 

1 

17 

Livers  . 

7 

6 

,  , 

10 

Tripes  . 

4 

.  . 

.  . 

.  , 

,  , 

Fats  and  guts  .... 

23 

7 

1 

104 

Udders . 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

■  • 

Weight  Beef,  9,6fl0  Ihs.  ;  Fork,  3,002  lbs.  ;  Mutton,  29  lbs. 
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*The  post  niorteiii.  exa’mination  of  the  sheep  revealed  an 
unusually  large  liver  weighing  16  lbs.  with  miineroiis  tuberculous 
nodules  about  the  size  of  peas  uniformly  spread  throughout  the 
substance  of  the  organ.  The  spleen,  also  much  enlarged,  contained 
similar  nodules  and  weighed  approximately  1  lb.  No  lesions  were 
found  in  the  remaining  organs,  and  the  serous  membranes  were 
clean.  The  emaciated  carcase  weighed  29  lbs. 

A  microscopical  examination  of  the  liver  for  tubercle  bacilli 
proved  positive. 

Food  Condemned  for  other  diseases  and  conditions  : — 


Beasts 


Fevered. 

Actinomy¬ 

cosis. 

Abscesses. 

Cirrhosis. 

Indurated. 

Cystic. 

Total 

Number. 

lbs. 

*Whole  Carcase 

1 

1 

459 

Heads . 

1 

,  , 

1 

28 

Lungs . 

2 

.  . 

2 

Livers . 

15 

9 

24 

Tripes . 

2 

•  « 

2 

Fats  and  Guts  .  . 

1 

1 

Kidneys  . 

1 

.  « 

4 

5 

Udders  . 

6 

2 

8 

^Slaughtered  outside  abattoir  and  brought  in  for  inspection. 


Sheep  : — 


Dropsy  & 

Found 

Total 

Emacia¬ 

tion. 

dead. 

Flukes. 

Number. 

lbs. 

Whole  Carcases.  . 

12 

6 

18 

742 

Livers . 

•  • 

•  • 

27 

27 

•  • 

Pigs  : — 


1 

Found 

Dead. 

Malnutri¬ 

tion. 

J  aundice. 

Septic 

Metritis. 

Inflamma¬ 

tion. 

Cirrhosis. 

Total 

Number. 

lbs. 

Whole  Carcases.  . 

7 

3 

1 

1 

,  , 

12 

1,028 

Livers . 

^  • 

•  • 

.  * 

.  . 

1 

3 

4 

Tripes . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

5 

•  • 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  : 

Number  of  Slaughtermen’s  licences  granted  during  1935  5’ 

„  „  „  „  „  „  1934  142 

Total .  147 

cancelled  . None. 
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Food  Condemned  outside  the  Abattoir  : 


The  under-mentioned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  on  account  of 


decomposition  or  unsoundness  : — •  cwts  lbs 

Beef,  chilled  .  1,079 

,,  frozen .  327 

,,  English  .  231 

Mutton  and  lamb .  39 

Pork  (Pickled  heads) .  196 

Bacon  .  6 

Kidneys  (imported) .  63 

Suet  . 34 

Rabbits  (11)  (Enghsh)  .  22 

Tomatoes  (foreign) .  400 

Pears  (imported)  (approximately  2  cases) .  112 

Biscuits  .  20 

Potatoes  .  71 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  : — 

Beef,  mutton,  pork,  fruit,  vege-  Qt't's.  lbs. 

tables,  etc .  11  7  1  7 

Tinned  and  Bottled  foodstuffs  condemned  : — 


Milk  (full  cream  and 

skimmed) .  1 ,206 

Cream  .  36 

Corned  beef .  145 

Pressed  beef  .  1 

Luncheon  meat  .  7 

Tongue .  56 

Spiced  ham .  1 

Jellied  veal .  2 

Salmon .  190 

Sardines,  brisling  &  sild  54 

Lobster .  6 

Crab  .  6 

Crayfish  .  24 

Prawns .  3 

Meat  paste  (various)  .  .  45 

Fish  paste  (various)  .  .  10 


Peaches  .  151 

Baked  beans .  41 

•  Peas .  35 

Apricots .  18 

Plums .  137 

Cherries  .  1 

Fruit  salad . .  65 

Raspberries  .  107 

Loganberries .  27 

Strawberries  .  5 

Apples  .  9 

Pears  .  254 

Pineapples .  468 

Tomatoes  .  532 

Oranges  .  38 

Grape  fruit  .  32 


57 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  : 

One  butcher  was  cautioned  for  exposing  meat  to  dust,  etc... 
outside  his  premises. 

Food  Premises. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  visits  paid  by  the  Food  Inspector 
to  the  various  premises  under  his  supervision.  Visits  are  also  made 
by  the  Sanitary  and  Shops  Inspectors. 


No.  of 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

No.  of 
Visits. 

^Butchers’  and  Pork  Butchers’  shops  .... 

150 

186 

Wholesale  meat  shops . 

4 

112 

Fish  shops . 

24 

29 

Fried  fish  shops . 

74 

8 

Fish  curing  places . 

1 

4 

**Dairies  and  Milk  shops . 

211 

428 

Cowsheds  . 

7 

91 

Jlce  cream  shops . 

80  approx. 

25 

Bakehouses  (Factories  and  Workshops).  . 

68 

17 

*Triperies . 

3 

95 

*Gutscraping  places . 

2 

102 

Market  Place  (public)  . 

1 

128 

Slaughterhouse  (public)  . 

1 

419 

§Piggeries . 

23 

2 

Tallow  boiling  places . 

1 

1 

Other  visits,  sampling,  etc . 

•  • 

660 

2,307 

t  Excludes  stalls  in  Market  Place  (average  9). 

**  Includes  premises  where  bottled  milk  is  sold, 
f  Number  \"aries  considerably^ — does  not  include  stalls  on  beach  during 
the  summer. 

*  Inclusive  of  one  tripe-preparer  and  two  gutscrapers  who  occupy  premises 
at  the  Abattoir. 

§  Regular  visits  to  piggeries  are  made  by  a  police  officer  in  the  course  of 
his  duties  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  Orders. 

Ice  Cream. 

Statutory  powers  requiring  ice  cream  manufacturers,  dealers, 
and  vendors  and  their  premises  to  be  registered  are  provided  in  the 
South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1935. 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  under  the  Act  and  sent  to 
the  Public  Analyst  was  222,  of  which  202  were  taken  informally. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  samples,  results  of  analyses, 
and  action  taken  : — 


Milk  : 


126  samples  were  taken,  108  of  which  were  informal. 
114  samples  were  genuine. 

12  samples  were  deficient  as  under  : — 


(1)  3.3  per  cent,  in  milk  fat. 

(2)  5.0 

(3)  6.6 

(4)  12.6 

(5)  41.6 

(6)  70.0 


(7)  3.3  per  cent,  in  milk  fat  and 
1.5  per  cent,  in  non-fatty  solids. 

(8)  2.2  per  cent  in  non-fa,tty  solids. 

(9)  4.9 

(10)  5.6 

(11)  7.7 

(12)  8.3 


Ten  of  these  samples  were  taken  informally  and  two  were 
statutory. 


Informal  samples,  numbers  (1),  (2),  (3),  (6),  (10),  and  (11)  were 
followed  up  by  taking  statutory  samples,  which  were  all  certified  as 
genuine.  Numbers  (5)  and  (9)  were  followed  up  informally  by 
taking  further  samples,  which  were  also  found  to  be  genuine. 


Sample  No.  (8)  was  followed  up  by  taking  a  statutoiy  sample 
No.  (7)  which  was  certified  as  not  genuine  and  as  a  result  proceed¬ 
ings  were  taken  against  the  vendor,  who  was  fined  5  /-.  A  statutory 
sample  taken  from  the  wholesaler  on  delivery  at  the  retailer’s  shop 
was  certified  as  genuine. 


Statutory  sample  No.  (4)  was  also  followed  up  by  taking  a 
sample  from  the  producer  on  delivery  to  the  retailer.  This  proved 
to  be  genuine.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  of 
No.  (4)  who  was  fined  5  /-. 

No.  (12)  will  be  followed  by  a  further  analysis. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  out  of  the  12  informal  deficient 
samples,  six.  Nos.  (1),  (5),  (6),  (8),  (9),  and  (10),  were  obtamed 
through  an  agent  who  was  served  with  either  the  whole  or  a  portion 
of  the  contents  of  a  bottle  of  milk.  See  report  of  action  taken 
against  retailers  for  offences  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 
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108  samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  retail  shops,  5  at  producers’ 
premises,  5  at  elementary  schools,  3  on  delivery  at  retailers’  premises, 
2  from  street  vendors,  and  3  after  delivery  at  private  premises  in 
consequence  of  complaints. 

Dried  Milk  : 

Two  samples  of  dried  milk,  in  unopened  cartons,  taken  at  a 


clinic, 

were  submitted  for  analysis,  the  results  being  as  follows 

Pro-  Milk 

Water. 

Ash. 

Fat. 

teid. 

Sugar. 

Total. 

(1)  A. 

_  5.04 

5.04 

35.00 

22.10 

32.82 

100 

(2)  D. 

....  4.56 

5.56 

26.20 

23.37 

40.31 

100 

The  analyst  in  his  report  regarding  sample  No.  (1)  stated  that 
this  sample  was  ‘‘  very  rich  in  fat  and  well  above  the  minimal  limit 
fixed  ly  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923,  viz.,  26 
per  cent,  for  full  cream  dried  milk.  The  equivalent  marked  on  the 
packet  is  of  pints  of  milk,  but  with  this  high  fat  content  the  equiva¬ 
lent  should  be  8.35  pints  of  milk.  Therefore,  children  fed  with  milk 
made  up  as  directed  would  be  very  much  over-fed,  and  we  think 
it  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the  manufacturers  should  be  called 
to  this.” 

A  copy  of  the  analyst’s  report  was  forwarded  to  the  manu¬ 
facturers. 

Three  further  samples  purchased  at  shops  were  also  submitted 
for  analysis,  two  of  which  were  slightly  short  in  fat,  possibly  due 
to  the  paper  having  absorbed  a  small  quantity  of  fat.  All  three  were 
reported  as  genuine. 

Three  further  samples  of  dried  milk  were  taken  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  ;  these  were  taken  at  shops  where  the  powder 
is  stored  in  bulk.  The  results  of  the  examination  are  as  follows  : — 

Total  Number  of 
micro-organisms 

per  1  gram.  1  gram. 

(1)  7,600  . 

(2)  5,600  . 

(3)  5,200  . 

Condensed  Milk  : 

15  samples  were  taken  :  eight  samples  of  full  cream  milk  and 
six  of  skimmed  milk  were  certified  to  comply  with  the  Condensed 
Milk  Regulations. 


Coliform  Content 
.1  gram.  .01  gram.  .001  gram. 
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One  sample  of  condensed  skimmed  milk  was  certified  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  be Acid  to  the  extent  of  0.56  per  cent,  expressed 
as  lactic  acid,  thus  indicating  that  this  sam.ple  is  on  the  verge  of 
decomposition.  The  milk  was  of  an  unusually  thick  and  gelatinous 
consistence,  the  appearance  being  quite  sufficient  to  suggest  that 
the  sample  was  abnormal.  On  the  surface  there  were  a  few  brownish 
streaks,  also  indicative  of  change.  The  tin  was  not  corroded, 
appeared  quite  sound  and  was  well  tinned.  This  thickening  may 
only  be  a  physical  change  produced  by  keeping  the  condensed  milk 
for  a  long  time,  or  at  a  temperature  above  the  normal  room  tempera¬ 
ture,  which  would  encourage  bacterial  change  to  which  I  am  inclined 
to  attribute  the  streaks  and  thickening.  In  other  respects  this 
sample  complies  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  Condensed  Milk 
Regulations.” 

The  sample  was  the  last  tin  of  a  small  consignment  purchased 
by  a  retailer,  and  was  taken  in  consequence  of  a  complaint  by  a 
purchaser  regarding  the  condition  of  the  milk. 

The  retailer  was  cautioned  and  particulars  of  the  analysis  were 
forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  place  of  origin 
indicated  on  the  label  of  the  tin. 


Cheese  : 

Six  samples  were  taken  ;  four  informal  and  two  statutory.  Of 
these  five  were  genuine. 

One  was  not  genuine.  The  cheese  from  which  the  sample  was 
taken  was  marked  “  Finest  Cheshire,  4Jd.  per  pound.”  A  sample 
was  purchased,  and  the  Public  Analyst  reported  that  the  sample 
contained: — ^  water,  49.9  per  cent.*;  fat,  16.0  per  cent.;  and 
proteid  34.1  per  cent.,  being  deficient  in  fat  by  29  per  cent,  of  the 
minimal  quantity.  The  cheese  was  of  the  type  sometimes  marked 
“  Dutch  Cheshire.”  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendors, 
and  a  fine  of  20  /-  was  imposed. 


Dripping  and  Potatoes  : 

In  consequence  of  receiving  a  complaint  of  illness  after  con¬ 
suming  fish  and  chips,  a  sample  of  cooked  fat  from  the  pans  and  also 
a  few  washed  potatoes  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  The 
fat  was  described  as  ‘‘  Pure  Beef  Dripping.”  The  Public  Analyst 
reported  that  the  dripping  contained  ‘‘  Free  fatty  acids,  4.2  per 
cent.  An  edible  dripping  shoidd  not  contain  more  than  2  per 
cent,  of  free  fatty  acids.” 
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A  further  sample  of  the  beef  dripping  taken  from  the  bulk 
supply  was  certified  as  genuine. 

The  washed  potatoes  were  in  a  sour  state  when  obtained,  but 
apart  from  this  they  contained  nothing  abnormal. 

Chilled  Beef  : 

One  sample  of  beef  having  a  fruity  ”  odour  was  sent  for 
analysis,  and  was  certified  to  contain  “no  preservatives  nor  did  the 
odour  affect  the  beef  prejudicially.” 

Sausage  : 

One  sample  of  sausage  contained  110  parts  of  sulphur  dioxide 
per  million.  A  sample  of  canned  'cocktail  sausage  was  certified 
to  be  free  from  preservative. 

Cream  : 

Two  samples  of  fresh  cream  were  genuine  and  contained  43.5 
and  46  per  cent,  of  fat  respectively. 

Chocolate  Eclairs  : 

One  sample  of  chocolate  eclairs  was  found  to  “  contain  as 
cream  ’  a  substance  which  was  not  dairy  cream,  but  derived  chiefly 
from  vegetable  fats.” 

Iodine  : 

Three  informal  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  all  of  which 
were  reported  to  be  genuine,  though  one  was  slightly  below  the 
strength  of  the  “  weak  solution  of  iodine  ”  of  the  British  Pharma¬ 
copoeia,  1932. 

Other  Samples  : 

18  samples  of  the  following  articles  were  all  certified  to  be 
genuine,  and  free  from  preservative  : — 

Currants,  3  ;  raisins,  3  ;  sultanas,  3  ;  glace  cherries,  1  ;  mince 
meat,  1  ;  raspberry  jam,  2  ;  gooseberry  jam,,  1  ;  grape  fruit  marma¬ 
lade,  1  ;  pressed  beef,  1  ;  potted  meat  and  egg,  1  ;  jam  puffs,  1. 

40  samples  of  the  following  substances  were  also  taken,  all  of 
which  were  genuine. 

Butter,  13  ;  margarine,  6  ;  lard,  3  ;  flour,  1  ;  rice,  2  ;  tapioca, 
2  ;  baking  powder,  2  ;  cassia,  1  ;  coffee,  2  ;  cocoa,  2  ;  glycerine 
and  honey  sweets,  1  ;  milk  chocolates,  1  ;  cascara  sagrada  tablets,  1; 
wintergreen  rub,  1  ;  glycerine,  1  ;  ground  almonds,  1. 
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New  Legislation  with  regard  to  food. 

Under  the  South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1935,  which  received 
Royal  Assent  on  2nd  August,  1935  ; 

(1)  A  person  who  manufactures  or  deals  in  ice  cream  is  required 
to  be  registered  ;  the  premises  must  also  be  registered. 

The  Corporation  have  power  to  refuse  registration  or  to  remove 
the  dealer’s  name  from  the  register. 

(2)  An  ice  cream  dealer  or  manufacturer  must  notify  any  case 
of  infectious  disease  among  the  persons  employed  in  its  manufacture 
or  residing  on  the  premises. 

(3)  Medical  practitioners  are  required  to  notify  cases  of  food 
poisoning. 

(4)  Vendors  of  unsound  food  were  liable  to  a  penalty  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  117.  This  section  is  now  extended 
so  that  action  can  be  taken  against  the  original  vendor. 

(5)  The  Medical  Officer  or  Sanitary  Inspector  is  authorised 
under  Section  94  of  the  South  Shields  Corporation  Act  to  inspect, 
examine  and  search  any  cart  or  other  vehicle  and  any  basket,  sack 
or  parcel  in  which  he  has  reason  to  suspect  that  unsound  food  is 
contained. 

(6)  The  Medical  Officer  or  Sanitary  Inspector  may  take  samples 
of  food  from  any  room  and  submit  them  to  analysis  by  the  Public 
Analyst. 

(7)  A  person  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  an 
infectious  state  is  prohibited  from  handling  food  for  persons  other 
than  in  his  own  household.  The  Corporation  may  compensate 
him  for  any  loss  he  may  have  sustained  on  account  of  the  stoppage. 

(8)  A  person  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  may  not 
handle  food  for  persons  other  than  members  of  his  own  household. 

(9)  Provision  is  made  for  a  satisfactory  water  suj^ply  and  suit¬ 
able  washing-up  sinks  with  a  supply  of  hot  water,  soap  and  towels 
in  premises  where  food  other  than  food  in  sealed  containers,  is 
prepared  for  sale. 

(10) .  The  Corporation  may  make  byelaws  for  promoting  and 
securing  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  in  the  transport  or  exposure 
for  sale  in  the  open  air  of  any  articles  intended  to  be  sold  for  food. 
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ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

No  samples  were  taken'. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Four  informal  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  by  the  Agricultutal  Analyst: 

Meat  and  bone  meal,  1  ;  Sussex  ground  oats,  1  ;  weatings,  1  ; 
meat,  bone  and  biscuit  meal,  1. 

Three  of  the  samples  were  genuine  and  agreed  within  the  limits 
of  variation  with  the  statement  given. 

The  sample  of  meat,  bone  and  biscuit  meal  contained  an  excess 
in  oil  of  5.54  per  cent.  ,and  a  deficiency  in  albuminoids  of  13.12 
per  cent. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

The  attention  of  traders  has  been  drawn  to  infringements  of  the 
Orders  relating  to  the  marking  of  fruit  and  meat. 


AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND  MARKING)  ACTS, 

1928  and  1931. 

The  attention  of  several  tradesmen  was  drawn  to  the  improper 
use  of  fruit  and  egg  cases  for  similar  ungraded  articles  before  the 
national  mark  labels  had  been  destroyed. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894  to  1927. 

Prosecutions  under  the  above-mentioned  Acts  were  instituted  in 
respect  of  offences  against  the  following  Order  : — 

MOVEMENT  OF  ANIMALS  (RECORDS)  ORDER,  1925. 

Offence  :  Failing  to  keep  a  record  of  the  movement  of  animals. 

Four  persons  were  proceeded  against  and  were  fined  20/-, 
20/-,  20/-,  and  5/-  respectively. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  alterations  during  1935  in  the  list  of  diseases 
compulsorily  notifiable  under  the  Notification  Acts  and  Regulations. 

The  notification  of  food  poisoning  was  made  compulsory  under 
the  South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1935.  Two  cases  were  reported 
during  the  year. 


Prevalence. 

Scarlet  fever  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year.  There  was  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and  a  reduction  in 
the  number  ot  cases  of  pneumonia  and  erysipelas. 

There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox,  dysentery,  continued  fever, 
relapsing  fever,  cholera,  plague,  polio-encephalitis,  cerebro-spinal 
fever  or  typhus  fever  reported  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  acute 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  each  of  the  past  eleven  years  : — 


Disease. 

1925 

1 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Smallpox  . 

lO’ 

392 

960 

890 

281 

7 

5 

Chickenpox  . 

791 

586 

1394 

653 

670 

,  , 

,  , 

Scarlet  fever  . 

409 

130 

216 

174 

164 

116 

124 

57 

119 

496 

481 

Diphtheria . 

54 

47 

73 

51 

62 

45 

19 

26 

24 

45 

98 

Enteric  fever . 

11 

10 

7 

2 

.  . 

1 

2 

1 

Continued  fever  . 

1 

1 

Dysentery  . 

2 

1 

.  . 

1 

1 

.  . 

2 

Malaria  . 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

3 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  .... 

,  . 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

1 

31 

16 

6 

1 

Polio -myelitis . 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Polio-encephalitis . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

«  • 

•  . 

1 

,  , 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica.  . 

2 

6 

6 

4 

•  • 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  :  primary  .  . 

471 

380 

617 

590 

586 

345 

532 

479 

426 

406 

346 

Pneumonia  :  influenzal .  . 

32 

34 

79 

33 

78 

10 

30 

25 

23 

16 

18 

Puerperal  fever . 

4 

7 

4 

5 

11 

5 

1 

3 

2 

6 

4 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .... 

.  . 

1 

!  6 

8 

/ 

11 

8 

13 

11 

7 

10 

Erysipelas  . 

36 

30 

31 

47 

1  55 

57 

41 

58 

83 

61 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

27 

'  23 

1  20 

14 

14 

14 

7 

6 

10 

7 

10 

The  age-incidence  of  the  cases  notified  during  1935,  the  number 
which  occurred  in  each  ward  of  the  town,  the  number  removerl  to 
hospital,  and  the  deaths  from  each  disease  will  be  found  in  table  9, 
page  7 1 . 
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The  attack-rate  per  1,000  population  for  certain  infectious 
diseases  for  England  and  Wales  as  compared  with  South  Shields  is 
as  under  : — 


England 

South 

and  Wales. 

Shields. 

Smallpox . 

•  • 

Scarlet  fever  . 

2.96 

4.29 

Diphtheria  . 

1.60 

0.87 

Enteric  fever  . 

0.04 

0.01 

Ervsipelas  . 

0.42 

0.54 

Pneumonia  . 

1.15 

3.24 

If  stated  as  a  rate  per  1,000  total 

births  the  case  rate  lor 

puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  p3n*exia  is  as 

under  : — 

England 

South 

and  Wales. 

Shields. 

Puerperal  fever  . 

3.60 

2.00 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . 

9.44 

5.00 

Seasonal  Incidence. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  each 
month  of  the  year  1935  : — 


Disease. 

January. 

i  - - 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

i 

November. 

December. 

1  Total. 

Scarlet  fever . 

44 

36 

34 

30 

23 

30 

17 

16 

42 

65 

67 

77 

481 

Diphtheria . 

5 

10 

16 

14 

7 

6 

9 

6 

3 

4 

5 

13 

98 

Enteric  fever  . 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Polio-myelitis . 

1 

1 

Primary  pneumonia 

25 

41 

54 

42 

16 

16 

13 

10 

17 

13 

38 

61 

346 

Influenzal  pneumonia  .  . 

2 

1 

3 

6 

3 

,  , 

,  , 

1 

,  , 

1 

1 

18 

Puerperal  fever . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Puerperal  pyrexia . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

10 

Erysipelas  . 

8 

1 

5 

9 

6 

2 

3 

6 

3 

7 

6 

5 

61 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

,  , 

10 

Malaria  . 

1 

1 

2 

Total  . 

90 

91 

113 

103 

56 

56 

45 

44 

68 

90 

120 

158 

1034 

Smallpox  : 

No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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Vaccination  : 

During  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1935,  512  successful 
primary  vaccinations  v,ere  performed  by  the  Public  Vaccinators, 
including  497  children  under  a  year  old  ;  and  three  persons  were 
re-vaccinated. 

Of  the  2,059  births  registered  in  1934, 669  infants  (32.5  per  cent.) 
were  successfully  vaccinated  by  the  31st  January,  1936.  In  1,109 
cases  (54  per  cent.)  there  was  conscientious  objection  to  vaccination 
on  the  part  of  the  parents.  In  three  cases  vaccination  was  un¬ 
successful  through  insusceptibility  ;  138  children  died  unvaccinated; 
in  28  cases  vaccination  was  postponed  on  medical  grounds  ;  16 
children  removed  to  other  districts  ;  40  could  not  be  traced  and  8 
remained  unaccounted  lor  in  the  Vaccination  Record  Book. 

No  action  before  the  magistrates  was  taken  in  these  eight 
cases,  because  of  delay  in  serving  the  required  notices  due  to 
change  of  address,  illness  of  the  child  and  other  causes. 

Scarlet  Fever : 

481  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  almost  as  many  as  in 
1934.  There  were  five  deaths.  383  or  80  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
were  removed  to  hospital.  The  type  of  the  disease  appeared  to 
be  somewFat  more  severe  than  in  previous  years,  as  indicated  by 
the  severity  of  the  symptoms  and  the  number  of  complications  in 
manv  cases.  40  secondarv  cases  occurred  in  36  homes.  There 
w^ere  23  return  cases  in  15  homes,  that  is  cases  occurring  in  a  house¬ 
hold  Avithin  10  days  from  the  discharge  of  the  patient  from 
hospital. 

Diphtheria  : 

98  cases  were  notified  during  the  A^ear.  This  represents  the 
largest  number  for  more  than  10  years.  81  (83  per  cenr.)  of  the  cases 
w'ere  removed  to  hospital.  There  vi^ere  12  deaths  :  5  in  the  Deans 
Hospital,  1  at  Boldon  Fever  Hospital,  1  in  Harton  Hospital,  and 
5  at  home.  The  case  mortality  was  12  per  cent.  Of  the  cases  who 
died  in  hospital,  most  of  them  were  admitted  in  a  stage  of  the 
disease  in  which  there  was  little  hope.  Four  of  the  cases  were 
secondarv  to  another  case  in  the  same  household.  460,000  units  of 
antitoxin  were  supplied  to  doctors  for  the  treatment  of  cases  or 
suspected  cases  at  home. 

Enteric  Fever  : 

One  case  was  notified.  The  patient  was  a  nurse  who  contracted 
the  disease  in  a  hospital  outside  the  Borough,  She  was  admitted  to- 
the  Deans  Hospital  and  recovered. 
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Pneumonia  : 

346  cases  of  primary  pneumonia  and  18  of  influenzal  pneumonia 
were  notified.  The  attack  rate  was  3.24  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  as  compared  with  1.15  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales.  Only 
I  six  deaths  occurred  among  patients  who  had  not  previously  been 
I  notified.  This  indicates  a  continued  improvement  in  the  notifica- 
I  tion  of  the  disease.  The  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  was  76, 

!  a  death  rate  of  0.68  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Broncho  pneumonia  . 

12 

12 

24 

Lobar  pneumonia  . 

16 

9 

25 

Pneumonia  not  defined . 

10 

12 

22 

Influenzal  pneumonia  . 

2 

3 

5 

Total . 

40 

36 

76 

127  pneumonia  jackets  were 

made  and 

supplied 

to  patients 

at  the  request  of  the  doctors  attending.  35  cases  were  admitted  to 
Harton  Hospital. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  361  visits  to  the  homes  of  287  notified 
cases.  25  cases  were  referred  to  the  South  Shields  and  District 
Nursing  Association,  whose  nurses  paid  451  visits  at  the  cost  of  the 
Council. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  : 

Two  cases  were  notified,  one  in  January  and  one  in  November 
One  was  a  man  aged  34,  who  died  in  Harton  Hospital.  The  other 
was  a  child  of  three  years  of  age,  who  also  died.  In  addition,  a 
woman  aged  62  was  certified  as  having  died  from  the  disease. 
This  case  had  not  previously  been  notified.  She  apparently  had 
had  the  disease  for  many  years. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  : 

Only  one  case  was  notified,  a  child  of  18  months.  The  patient 
responded  to  treatment  in  the  Ingham  Infirmary. 

Other  Diseases  : 

Two  cases  of  malaria  were  notified  in  patients  who  had  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease  abroad.  61  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified, 
including  four  non-residents  of  the  Borough  admitted  to  Harton 
Hospital.  There  were  four  deaths  from  the  disease. 

Four  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  ten  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia, 
and  ten  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified.  These  are 
referred  to  in  the  section  of  this  report  which  deals  with  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare. 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Measles  : 

Measles  was  not  so  prevalent  as  in  1934.  The  prevalence  was 
most  marked  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Information  was 
received  of  505  cases  to  whom  the  health  visitors  paid  539  visits. 
There  were  16  deaths,  6  males  and  10  females,  equal  to  a  death  rate 
of  0.14  per  1,000  of  the  population.  13  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  two  in  the  second  and  one  in  the  third. 
Two  cases  were  referred  to  the  Nursing  Association.  No  case  was 
admitted  to  hospital  on  account  of  lack  of  accommodation. 


Whooping  Cough  : 

There  were  208  cases  of  whooping  cough  reported  during  the 
year.  The  health  visitors  paid  223  visits  to  the  homes  of  the 
patients.  There  were  only  two  deaths,  one  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  and  one  in  the  second. 


Chickenpox  : 

Chickenpox  was  much  more  prevalent  than  in  1934.  801  cases 

were  ascertained,  especially  during  May  to  July  and  October  to 
December.  The  health  visitors  paid  810  visits  to  the  homes  of  the 
patients. 


Mumps  : 

Information  was  received  of  328  cases.  There  were  more  in 
December  than  in  other  months  of  the  year.  The  health  visitors 
paid  3S2  visits  to  the  homes. 


Enteritis  : 

Enteritis  among  children  under  two  years  was  more  prevalent 
than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  27  deaths  from  the  disease, 
corresponding  to  a  death  rate  of  0.24  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
or  14.0  per  1,000  births.  The  comparative  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  was  5.71,  and  for  the  County  Boroughs  generally  7.9  per 
1,000  births.  The  hot  summer  can  hardly  be  held  responsible  for 
the  increase  since  twelve  deaths  occurred  in  the  months  April  to 
September,  while  15  occurred  in  the  first  and  third  quarters  of  the 
year. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Accommodation. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  hospital  accommodation  for  cases 
of  infectious  disease.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  representation 
was  made  to  the  Commissioner  for  Special  Areas  to  grant  financial 
assistance  to  the  Corporation  for  providing  a  new  hospital  for  in¬ 
fectious  diseases. 

Increased  use  was  made  of  the  Boldon  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  during  the  year.  In  all,  36  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  7  of 
diphtheria  were  sent  under  the  arrangement  between  the  South 
Shields  Rural  District  Council  and  the  South  Shields  Corporation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  treated  during 
the  year  in  the  Deans  Hospital  and  the  Boldon  Infections  Diseases 
Hospital. 


Notified  Diseases. 

Remain¬ 
ing  in  on 
31st  Dec., 
1934. 

Ad¬ 

mitted 

during 

1935. 

Dis¬ 

charged. 

Died. 

Remain¬ 
ing  in  on 
31st  Dec., 
1935. 

Scarlet  fever . 

16 

383 

338 

5 

56 

Enteric  fever  . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Diphtheria . 

Suspected  cerebro-spinal 

4 

81 

71 

6 

8 

fever  .... 

1 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

,,  diphtheria  .... 

.  • 

3 

3 

.  . 

,,  enteric  fever  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Total  . 

23 

470 

417 

12 
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The  average  daily  number  of  cases  under  treatment  in  hospital 
is  shown  below. 


Notified 

Diseases. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

1 

April. 

1 

May. 

June. 

August. 

! 

September. 

October. 

November. 

Decemher. 

Average. 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

23 

28 

26 

23 

23 

24 

17 

9 

25 

51 

58 

59 

31 

Enteric  fever 

2 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

,  , 

0 

Diphtheria  .  . 

3 

5 

9 

8 

12 

7 

6 

6 

2 

3 

4 

7 

6 

Others  .... 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Totals  .  . 

29 

34 

35 

31 

35 

31 

24 

15 

28 

54 

62 

66 

37 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

383  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  out  of  the  481  notified  cases,  were 
removed  to  hospital,  that  is  80  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  removed. 
As  far  as  possible  only  those  cases  were  admitted  where  there  vras 
unsatisfactory  isolation  at  home.  Of  those  admitted,  three 
developed  measles  and  eight  developed  chickenpox  soon  after 
admission.  This  added  to  the  difficulties  of  isolation  in  the  hospital 
and  involved  much  additional  work  on  the  nursing  staff.  That 
these  diseases  did  not  spread  to  any  appreciable  extent  indicates 
a  high  degree  of  efficiency  among  the  staff. 

Of  those  admitted,  27  proved  to  be  conditions  other  than 
scarlet  fever. 

There  were  five  deaths  in  hospital  from  the  disease.  Death 
occurred  after  2,  2,  3,  11  and  12  days.  They  were  all  of  the  anginosa 
type. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital,  excluding  the  fatal 
cases,  was  32  days. 

The  disease  ran  a  course  similar  to  that  described  in  my  report 
of  last  year.  Many  cases  developed  complications,  enlarged  glands, 
otitis,  nephritis  and  rheumatism,  and  one  endocarditis. 

Diphtheria. 

81  cases  or  83  per  cent,  of  those  notified  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  Five  of  the  patients  had  in  addition  scarlet  fever  and  two 
had  chickenpox.  Fourteen  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
throat  conditions  other  than  diphtheria.  There  were  six  deaths,  a 
case  mortality  of  7  per  cent.  The  case  mortality  of  those  not 
removed  to  hospital  was  29  |)er  cent.  In  the  fatal  cases,  death 
occurred  after  half-an-hour,  a  few  hours,  3,  3,  4  and  11  days  res¬ 
pectively.  In  addition,  there  was  a  death  from  diphtheria  in 
Harton  Hospital.  The  patient  was  sent  for  a  throat  condition 
and  died  soon  after  admission.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in 
hospital  was  for  complicated  or  severe  cases  45  days,  and  for  mild 
cases  32  days. 

In  addition,  three  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria  were  admitted  ; 
two  were  cases  of  tonsillitis  and  one  was  a  diphtheria  carrier.  In  the 
latter  case  tonsillectomy  was  performed  and  the  bacilli  disappeared 
from  the  throat. 

Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  was  admitted.  The  patient  was  a  nurse  in  an  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  hospital  outside  the  Borough.  She  recovered  and 
was  discharged  after  40  days  treatment.  One  case  was  admitted 
as  suspected  enteric  fever.  She  proved  to  be  a  case  of  pneumonia 
and  was  discharged  after  18  days. 


TABLE  9.— CASES  OF,  AND  DEATHS  FROM,  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SOUTH  SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1935. 
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MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY. 

Early  in  1935  the  laboratory  was  removed  from  the  Municipal 
Clinics  at  Stanhope  Road  to  Harton  Hospital.  The  new  rooms 
are  in  every  way  suitable  and  are  well  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
laboratory  during  the  year  : 


Nature  of  Examination. 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli .  1,273 

Sputum,  etc.,  for  tubercle  bacilli .  1,067 

Blood  for  Widal  re-action .  11 

Faeces  for  typhoid  bacilli .  13 

Pus  :  microscopical  and  cultural  examinations .  70 

Urine  for  chemical  and  microscopical  examination  ....  64 

Water  from  Public  Baths .  10 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  .  24 

Milk  for  B.  coli,  etc .  3 


In  addition  to  the  preparation  of  media,  vaccines,  stains  and 
reagents  carried  out  in  the  laboratory,  certain  examinations  cognate 
to  the  work  were  made  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  chnic,  and  specimens 
were  sent  from  the  clinic  to  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  for 
examination.  The  details  are  shown  on  page  93. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Dr.  Gaspey  left  the  service  on  31st  August,  1935,  on  his  obtain¬ 
ing  another  appointment  elsewhere.  Dr.  R.  A.  N.  Me  Math, 
M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.  (Diploma  in  Tuberculous  Diseases)  commenced 
duty  as  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  on  16th  September,  1935.  In 
the  interim,  patients  were  seen  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Dickinson,  Consulting 
Tuberculosis  Officer  to  the  Newcastle  City  Council. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  the  compulsory 
removal  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Sec.  62,  of  one  man,  a 
careless  patient,  who  was  living  under  bad  conditions.  Two 
applications  for  the  renewal  of  the  Order  were  made  to  the  Court. 
He  was  removed  to  Harton  Hospital  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the 
disease,  and  he  died  six  months  later. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  relation  to  persons  engaged  in 
the  milk  trade. 


Special  Housing  Scheme  (Tuberculosis). 

Fifty  houses  were  allotted  by  the  Housing  Committee  on  the 
30th  January,  1933,  to  the  Health  Committee  as  houses  became 
vacant  from  time  to  time  on  the  various  Corporation  estates  for 
families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  in  which  there  are 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  Most  of  the  cases  were  sputum  positive.  As 
regards  the  other  families,  there  were  multiple  cases  in  the  house¬ 
hold. 

Rentals  were  fixed  in  accordance  with  an  income  scale  approved 
bv  the  Council. 

t/ 

At  the  end  of  June,  1933,  16  houses  had  been  allocated  and 
were  occupied. 

At  the  end  of  December,  1933,  39  houses  were  occupied. 

„  „  June,  1934,  44 

,,  ,,  December,  1934,  48  ,,  ,, 

,,  ,,  June,  1935,  50  ,,  ,, 

,,  ,,  December,.  1935,  48  ,,  ,, 

In  all,  up  to  the  end  of  1935,  there  have  been  67  families  dealt 
with  (exclusive  of  two  who  were  only  in  occupation  one  week  or 
who  did  not  take  up  the  tenancy). 
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Twent3^-one  deaths  have  occurred  from  tuberculosis  in  these 
families  during  the  period  of  the  tenancies,  and  four  deaths  after 
the  tenants  had  moved  to  other  houses  not  coming  under  this 
special  scheme  ;  three  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  from 
general  peritonitis  with  gastric  ulcer.  The  length  of  time  between 
the  commencement  of  the  tenancy  and  death  was  as  under,  in 
months  2,  3,  4,  4,  6,  6,  7,  7,  7,  7,  8,  9,  9,  10,  10,  12,  13,  15,  15,  17, 
20,  22,  27,  30,  32  ;  an  average  of  12  months.  Many  of  the  patients 
had  been  ill  for  a  long  time  before  coming  under  the  scheme. 

In  addition,  three  other  tenants  removed  after  tenancies  of 
11  months,  19  months  and  23  months  respectively. 

Nine  secondary  cases  were  notified  in  7  of  the  67  families 
during  the  period  of  the  tenancies  ;  5  pulmonary  and  4  non-pul- 
monary  (spine,  meninges,  neck  glands,  and  knee). 

The  period  between  commencement  of  the  tenancies  and 
notification  of  the  secondary  cases  was  respectively  2,  5,  11,  13,  22, 
23,  25,  31  and  31  months. 

The  approximate  total  number  of  persons  in  the  67  households 
was  195  adults  and  149  children  under  15  years  of  age  :  total,  344. 

The  accommodation  provided  totalled  288  rooms,  as  compared 
wdth  a  total  of  163  rooms  in  the  houses  formerly  occupied. 

The  cost  of  the  scheme  during  1935  was  £590.  The  total  cost 
to  the  Health  Committee  from  the  commencement  of  the  scheme 
until  the  end  of  1935  was  £1,296,  for  5,648  “  tenancy- weeks,”  which 
is  equivalent  to  a  subsidy  of  4  /7d.  per  house  per  week.  When 
compared  with  the  cost  of  hospital  or  sanatorium  treatment  this 
cost  is  comparatively  trifling.  Admittedly,  the  patients  do  not 
require  the  treatment  given  in  an  institution,  but  they  are  under 
constant  supervision  of  the  tuberculosis  officer  and  the  health 
visitors.  They  are  in  surroundings  much  superior  to  those  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  and  the  spread  of  the  disease  to  other 
members  of  the  household  is  less  likely. 

One  difficulty  has  arisen  :  if  the  patient,  who  may  be  the  head 
of  the  household,  dies,  the  widow  cannot  afford  to  live  in  the  house 
without  the  subsidy.  Obviously  the  subsidy  cannot  be  continued 
under  the  scheme  if  there  is  not  a  tuberculous  patient,  and  some 
hardship  is  experienced  in  having  to  leave  the  house.  In  every  case 
a  good  deal  of  latitude  is  allowed  in  order  that  the  family  may  find 
a  suitable  house,  and  every  care  is  taken  to  see  that  no  member 
of  the  family  is  infected  before  they  are  required  to  vacate  the 
house,  but  inevitably,  especially  as  there  may  be  other  tuberculous 
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patients  living  under  overcrowded  conditions  who  naust  be  con¬ 
sidered,  the  house  must  be  given  up.  In  spite  of  this  difficulty 
which  has  arisen  in  only  a  few  cases,  the  scheme  has  worked 
extremelv  well. 


Incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  South  Shields  residents  on  tuberculosis 


notification  register  on  1st  January,  1935  .  1,073 

Cases  notified  during  1935 .  253 

Non-notified  fatal  cases .  9 

Posthumous  notifications . 15 

Inward  transfers . . . 

Cases  re-admitted  to  register  (returned  from  other 

districts,  etc.)  .  13 

Cases  removed  from  register  during  1935  .  388 


Total  number  of  South  Shields  residents  on  register  on  31st 


December,  1935  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary  . 

284 

214 

498 

Non-pulmonary  . 

...  236 

241 

477 

Total . 

520 

455 

975 

The  reasons  for  removal  from  the  register  were  : — 

Died  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease . .  162 


Left  the  town .  45 

Two  years  untraced  . . . .  12 


Three  years  free  (non-pulmonary)  . .  123 

Five  years  free  (pulmonary) .  36 

Wrong  diagnosis  or  withdrawal  of  notification .  10 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
different  wards  of  the  Borough  during  1935. 


Ward. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Ward. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Shields  . 

11 

Westoe  . . 

16 

Beacon . 

.  . .  .  20 

Deans . 

16 

St.  Hilda  ........ 

16 

Tyne  Dock . 

31 

Hadrian  . . 

. . . .  10 

Simonside  . 

. . . .  22 

Holborn  . 

.  .  .  .  20 

West  Park . 

. . . .  14 

Laygate . 

27 

Harton  . 

22 

Victoria  . 

21 

Bents  . 

. . . .  12 

Total  .  . 

. . . .  277 

Rekendyke  . 

19 

76 


Notification. 


The  following  new  cases  were 

notified 

during  1935 

ures  for  1934  are  also  given  : — ■ 

1935. 

1934. 

Pulmonary — 

Males  . 

65 

118 

Females  . 

90 

119 

Non-pulmonary — 

Males  . 

48 

62 

Females  . 

50 

49 

The 


There  is,  thus,  a  decrease  of  95  cases  of  the  disease  notified  in 
1935  as  compared  with  1934.  While  the  decrease  is  most  marked 
among  males,  there  is  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cases  among  females. 

In  addition,  there  were  15  cases  in  respect  of  which  notification 
was  not  received  until  after  the  death  of  the  patient,  and  nine  cases 
were  not  notified.  Of  the  24  non-notified  cases,  1 1  were  tuberculous 
meningitis,  eight  pulmonary,  three  abdominal,  one  spinal  and  one 
glandular  tuberculosis.  Included  in  the  non-notified  cases  are 
three  Arabs  (pulmonary)  and  two  Arab  children  (bone  and 
meninges).  The  total  unnotified  cases  represent  15  per  cent,  of 
the  total  cases  as  compared  with  22  per  cent,  in  1933  and  19  per 
cent,  in  1934. 


Explanations  were  asked  for  from  doctors  in  respect  of  seven 
cases  in  which  there  appeared  to  be  neglect ;  in  every  case  but 
one  an  explanation  was  given  showing  that  the  doctor  had  reason 
to  think  that  the  case  had  been  already  notified.  In  one  case  the 
Health  Committee  considered  the  advisability  of  proceeding  against 
one  doctor  for  delay  in  notifying  a  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
but  the  legal  opinion  was  that  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in 
securing  a  conviction. 


Of  the  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (notified  and  other) - 
there  were  : 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Neck  glands . . 

12 

24 

36 

Bowels,  mesentery,  etc.  .  . 

11 

6 

17 

Meninges  . 

14 

5 

19 

Bones  and  joints . 

18 

15 

33 

Lupus,  etc . 

/ 

2 

9 

62 

52 

114 
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Of  the  138  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  who  died  during  the 
year  : — 16  died  within  one  week  of  notification  ;  17  died  within  one 
week  to  one  month  of  notification  ;  19  died  within  one  month  to 
three  months  of  notification  ;  17  died  within  three  months  to  six 
months  of  notification  ;  18  died  within  six  months  to  twelve 

months  of  notification. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  ”  of 
tuberculosis  during  1935,  classified  according  to  sex  and  age  groups  : 


New  Cases. 

Dea 

ths. 

Age-Group. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  .  . 

3 

3 

.. 

2 

3 

1 — 5  years  .... 

3 

5 

13 

4 

3 

1 

6 

1 

5 — 10  years 

2 

8 

15 

17 

•  • 

2 

6 

3 

10 — 15  years 

4 

6 

9 

14 

•  • 

4 

2 

•  « 

15 — 20  years 

9 

17 

3 

5 

8 

4 

2 

1 

20 — 25  years 

9 

10 

4 

4 

9 

6 

2 

2 

25 — 35  years 

8 

21 

3 

3 

16 

20 

3 

1 

35 — 45  years 

20 

13 

6 

2 

17 

8 

1 

2 

45 — 55  years 

11 

8 

4 

•  • 

3 

7 

1 

1 

55 — 65  years 

6 

3 

2 

•  • 

6 

4 

2 

.  . 

Over  65  years  .  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

Total  . 

72 

91 

62 

52 

63 

56 

28 

14 

The  term  “  new  cases  ”  includes  all  the  primary  notifications 
(253)  and  the  24  fatal  cases  referred  to  above  who  had  not  been 
notified  before  death. 

The  new  cases  also  include  18  cases  (7  per  cent,  of  the  total) 
in  Arabs 


Pulmonary. 

Non-  Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1- 

-  5 

years 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

5— 

-10 

years 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

25- 

-35 

years 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

35- 

-45 

years 

5- 

•  « 

4 

•  • 

45— 

-55 

years 

1 

«  • 

•  • 

•  • 

55— 

-65 

years 

1 

•  • 

1 

.  - 
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The  total  numher  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascertained 
during  each  of  the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows.  The  table  also 
gives  the  approximate  attack-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  and 
the  number  of  cases  per  100  deaths  from  tuberculosis  : — • 


1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

i 

1935 

Notified  : — 

Pulmonary  . 

239 

273 

278 

270 

268 

225 

211 

232 

237 

155 

Non-pulmonary 

176 

111 

184 

140 

153 

172 

148 

106 

111 

98 

Not  notified  : — 

Pulmonary  . 

19 

11 

28 

30 

17 

18 

15 

23 

15 

8 

Non-pulmonary 

11 

10 

13 

9 

9 

14 

18 

23 

22 

16 

Total  . 

445 

405 

503 

449 

447 

429 

392 

384 

385 

277 

Attack-rate  . 

3.59 

3.28 

4.13 

3.76 

3.84 

3.76 

3.46 

3.37 

3.41 

2.47 

Cases  per  100  deaths 

210 

211 

194 

193 

230 

220 

180 

183 

195 

172 

Mortality. 

During  the  year  there  were  161  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  Of 
these  119  were  pulmonary  and  42  non-pulmonary.  This  is  equal 
to  a  death  rate  of  1 .43  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
a  death  rate  of  1.75  during  1934.  There  were  10  deaths  among 
Arabs  (8  pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary)  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  from  the  disease,  as  under  — ■ 


Pulmonary . 

Non-jmlmonary, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 —  5  years 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

•  • 

5 — 10  3^ears 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

•  « 

25 — 35  years 

•  . 

2 

•  • 

•  « 

35 — 45  years 

5 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

55 — 65  years 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

2 

2 

The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
past  10  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1926 

1927 

19281929 

1930:i931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Pulmonary  . 

Non-pulmonary  . 

1.16 

.62 

1.13 

.43 

1.63  1.41 
.50  .45 

1.251  1.24 

.4l!  .46 

1 

1.46 

.46 

1.39 

.45 

1.28 

.47 

1.06 

.37 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales  during 
1935  was  0.72  per  1,000  of  the  population  (pulmonary  0.61,  non- 
pulmonary  0.11). 


79 


Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  on  the  treatment  of 
tuberculous  patients  during  1935  : — 

Residential  Institutional  Treatment. — During  the  year 
279  tuberculous  patients  or  suspected  cases  were  known  to  have  been 
admitted  to  institutions  for  treatment.  Of  these  125  were  treated 
at  the  cost  of  the  Health  Committee  (apart  from  those  admitted  to 
poor  law  hospitals)  as  follows  : — 

At  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  (57 ^pulmonary,  3  non- 


pulmonary)  .  60 

At  the  Ingham  Infirmary  (surgical  cases)  .  39 

At  other  sanatoria . .  .  26 


The  accommodation  at  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  was,  on  the 
average  throughout  the  year  96  per  cent,  occupied,  an  average  of 
19  men,  21  women  and  3  children.  Of  the  cases  treated,  the  daily 
average  was  42.5  pulmonary  cases  and  0.5  non-pulmonary. 

143  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to 
Harton  Hospital  during  the  year.  Of  these  110  were  maintained  at 
the  cost  of  the  Health  Commiktee  (average  26  beds) ;  the  remainder 
were  admitted  from  the  Borough  as  Poor  Law  cases. 

In  addition,  an  average  of  35  beds  (18  pulmonary  and  17  non- 
pulmonary)  were  used  throughout  the  year  at  the  cost  of  the  Health 
Comniittee  at  the  Ingham  Infirmary  and  at  Stannington,  Stanhope, 
Wolsingham.,  and  other  sanatoria.  Thus,  the  total  beds  occupied 
per  day,  apart  from  Poor  Law  cases,  was  104. 

The  waiting  list  for  the  year  averaged  1  adult  and  3  children 
including  an  average  of  2  surgical  cases. 

On  account  of  the  number  of  Poor  Law  cases  and  cases  from 
other  parts  of  the  old  South  Shields  Poor  Law  Union  District,  it  was 
not  possible  to  utilise  the  total  number  of  beds  which  had  been 
allocated  in  Harton  Hospital.  Instead  of  a  total  of  63  beds  the  daily 
average  number  of  cases  maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  was  26  (11  men,  5  women  and  10  children). 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  and  classification 
of  South  Shields  patients  admitted  to  institutions  during  1935, 
and  includes  those  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation  : — 
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etc. — 

Cleadon  Park  .... 

19 
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3 

2 
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60 

Stannington  . 

.  . 

•  • 
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•  • 

•  • 
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•  . 
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Stanhope  . 

1 

•  . 
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.  • 

•  • 
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Wolsingham  .... 

•  • 
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.  . 

•  • 

.  • 
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12 

Ingham  Infirmary .  . 

1 
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•  • 
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5 

33 
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48 

Royal  Victoria  In- 

firmary  . 
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•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

.  • 

1 

Other  Sanatoria.  .  .  . 

*  , 

•  • 

*  , 

,  , 

,  , 

Harton  Hospital  .... 

50 

28 

17 

15 

7 

26 

•  • 

143 

Other  Hospitals . 

1 

1 

Total  . 

71 

70 

29 

23 

13 

65 

3 

•  • 

5 

279 

The  total  number  of  individual  patients  referred  to  in  the  above 
statement  is  264.  The  difference  in  the  total  figures  is  due  to  the 
transfer  of  certain  patients  from  sanatoria  to  hospitals  or  vice 
versa,  and  occasionally  a  patient  is  ro-admitted. 


Treatment  in  Sanatoria  : 

64  cases  were  discharged  from  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  during 
the  year;  the  average  length  of  stay  was  236  days.  Five  patients 
were  discharged  from  Stanhope  Sanatorium  after  an  average  stay  of 
320  days.  Seven  were  discharged  from  Stannington  Sanatorium 
after  an  average  stay  of  350  days.  Twelve  cases  were  discharged 
from  Wolsingham  Sanatorium  after  an  average  stay  of  263  days. 
38  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  discharged  from  the 
Ingham  Infirm.ary  after  an  average  stay  of  92  days. 

The  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  patients  discharged 
from  approved  sanatoria  and  hospitals  are  set  out  in  table  G., 
page  88. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  65  cases  of  pulm,onary  tuberculosis 
discharged  from  sanatoria,  in  50  the  disease  was  quiescent.  Of 
the  25  non-pulmonary  cases  discharged,  in  16  the  disease  was 
quiescent. 
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Aftek  Care. 

The  South  Shields  branch  of  the  National  Council  for  Social 
Service  undertook  the  after-care  of  tuberculous  patients,  many  of 
whom  are  in  necessitous  circumstances  and  supplied  a  number  of 
patients  with  beds  and  bed  clothing. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  became  members  of 
the  North  Eastern  Association  of  Care  Committees  and  were 
represented  at  meetings  of  the  Association. 


Tuberculosis  Clinic  : 

The  work  of  the  tuberculosis  clinic  is  set  out  in  detail  in  the 
tables  on  page  82  and  83.  384  new  cases  were  examined  at  the 

clinic.  Of  these,  143  were  definitely  tuberculous,  while  in  16  cases 
the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  had  not  been  completed  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  addition,  471  persons  Avho  were  known  to  have  been 
in  contact  with  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  examined.  Of  these  35 
or  nearly  8  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease. 
Of  the  855  new  cases  and  contacts  examined,  178  were  sent  to  the 
clinic  by  the  private  medical  attendant,  595  attended  at  the  request 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer,  63  were  referred  by  other 
Medical  Officers,  8  came  of  their  own  initiative,  and  11  from  various 
other  sources. 

159  names  were  removed  from  the  register  as  having  recovered. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  3,793  visits  to  the  homes  of  tuber¬ 
culous  patients  during  the  year.  Surgical  appliances,  e.g.,  splints, 
jackets,  etc.,  were  supplied  to  20  patients.  1,018  surgical  dressings 
were  applied  to  104  patients  a.t  the  clinic,  and  4,170  dressings  were 
given  for  the  home  treatment  of  78  patients.  63  patients  were 
given  extra  nourishment  under  the  Council’s  scheme,  14  were 
recommended  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  and  7  to  the 
Unemployment  Assistance  Board. 


Ultra  Violet  Treatment  : 

72  patients,  including  32  new  cases,  made  2,153  attendances 
at  Harton  Hospital  during  the  year.  The  cases  treated  Vvere 
tuberculosis  of  the  skin  and  cervical  glands. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME— (Continued). 
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(G.)  Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  definitely  tuberculous  patients  discharged  during  the 

year  from  Institutions  approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Grand 

Totals. 

CO  •  • 

*  • 

oq 

•  CD  <cq 

65 

o 

Totals. 

Ch. 

i>  •  • 

•  • 

f— ( 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

05 

W. 

•  • 

•  • 

ic  CO  • 

^H  • 

•  c-q 

34 

M. 

CO  •  • 

oq  •  • 

•  • 

.  oq  . 

«  « 

(M 

oq 

oq 

-p 

.1^ 

CO 

Pi 

M 

© 

-P 

43  _ 

CS 

© 

a 

© 

p 

H 

cS 

•  i-i 

-p 

More  than 

12  months. 

Ch. 

oq  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

W. 

r— 1  •  • 

•  • 

CO  •  • 

•  « 

CO  -4  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

00 

M. 

1—4 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I> 

6—12 

months. 

Ch. 

•  • 

rH  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

ei 

W. 

UO  •  . 

•  • 

rH  •  • 

•  • 

ID  •  • 

•  I— H 

CO 

1— H 

M. 

1—4  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

lO  ^  • 

.  c<q  . 

05 

© 

•  fH 

CO 

© 

UH 

o 

O 

•  1— I 

-P 

CO 

CD 

1 

1 

CO  o 

Ch. 

f-H  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

oq 

• 

^  i-H  • 

•  • 

CD 

a 

M. 

(M  •  • 

•  • 

•  (N  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

TlH 

Q 

Under  3 
months.* 

Ch. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• 

W. 

CO  • 

* 

rH  •  • 

•  ^ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

oq 

Condition  at 
time  of  discharge. 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .... 
Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .... 
Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .... 
Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .  .  .  .  ^ 
Died  in  Institution 

• 

• 

« 

pH 

<1 

o 

hp 

pH 

Classification  on 
admission  to  the 
Institution. 

Class  T.B. 
minus. 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  I. 

i 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  II. 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  III. 

Totals . 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

* 


Patieuts  whose  stay  in  residential  institutions  did  not  exceed  28  days  are  not  included. 
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Totals. 
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cq  — (  . 

25 

a,tion  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the  Institution. 
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Ch. 

r- (  TfH 

f— i  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

r--  pH  . 

20 

W. 

•  • 

. 

•  •  • 

'1 

M. 

.  --  . 

<M  •  . 

•  • 

•  *  « 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

More  than 
12  months. 
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1^  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

) 

W. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

• 
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•  »  • 
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6—12 
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•  • 
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CO 

W. 

.  .  . 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 
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•  •  • 

r-J 

M. 

.  .  . 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Q 

Under  3 
months.* 

o 

(M  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

f-H  •  • 

•  • 

CO 

W. 

1 

1 

«  |-i-(  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  i-H  • 

*  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1-H 

Condition  at 
time  of  discharge. 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .... 
Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .... 
Died  in  Institution 

1 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .... 
Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent  .... 
Died  in  Institution 

<1 

) 

o 

g 

Hi 

pH 

1 

O 

Classification  on 
admission  to  the 
Institution. 

Bones 

and 

Joints. 

Abdom¬ 

inal. 

i 

Other 

1  Organs. 

Peri¬ 

pheral 

glands. 

.  CO 
bH  H 

J  ^  ^ 

6  ^ 

^  m 

Ph  tj 

Totals .  . 

See  note  on  page  88. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Treatment  Centre  during  1935. 

There  was  a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
treated  at  the  clinics,  among  both  residents  and  non-residents  of 
the  Borough.  The  increase  is  most  marked  among  those  suffering 
from  gonorrhoea.  In  fact,  there  were  more  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea 
than  in  any  year  since  1920,  and  there  were  more  new  cases  of 
syphilis  among  residents  during  1935  than  in  any  year  since  1922, 
with  the  exception  of  the  year  1926.  There  was  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  patients  who  attended  suffering  from  conditions  other 
than  venereal.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  non¬ 
residents  who  attended  the  clinic.  There  was  a  further  increase  in 
the  number  of  new  cases  among  females  and  in  the  number  of 
attendances  made  by  females. 

The  following  tabulated  statements  show  in  detail  the  work  of 
the  clinic  for  the  year. 


Comparative  Statement  of  New  Cases  treated  at  the 
Municipal  V.D.  Clinic  during  the  past  11  Years. 


Syphilis  : 

Residents . ! 

Non-residents  .. 
Soft  chancre  : 

Residents . 

Non-residents  .  . 
Gonorrhoea  : 

Residents . 

Non-residents  .  . 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

* 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

79 

48 

8 

2 

164 

86 

137 

129 

21 

10 

119 

194 

67 

95 

10 

15 

106 

143 

98 
'  77 

4 

4 

178 

112 

52 

83 

13 

18 

129 

139 

83 

66 

13 

30 

197 

99 

60 

54 

14 

10 

196 

87 

87 

41 

10 

6 

200 

67 

70 

45 

10 

10 

160 

61 

70 

42 

11 

9 

169 

53 

97 

47 

6 

4 

213 

68 

Total  venereal  cases: 

Residents . 

251 

277 

183 

280 

194 

293 

270 

297 

240 

250 

316 

Non-residents  .  . 

136 

333 

253 

193 

240 

195 

151 

114 

116 

104 

119 

Non-venereal  cases  : 

Residents . 

85 

198 

162 

181 

167 

170 

179 

220 

182 

217 

171 

Non-residents  .  . 

33 

78 

82 

89 

112 

108 

70 

63 

43 

61 

70 

Grand  Total 

505 

886 

680 

743 

713 

766 

670 

694 

581 

632 

676 

*  approximate  :  see  note  in  Annual  Report  for  1931. 
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COMPABATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  ATTENDANCES  DURING  LAST 

11  Years. 


V  Year. 

Residents. 

Non-residents. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

1925 

12,341 

3,845 

16,186 

12,743 

3,443 

1926 

34,089 

9,484 

43,573 

35,862 

7,711 

1927 

13,096 

3,901 

16,997 

12,837 

4.160 

1928 

12,156 

2,845 

15,001 

11,084 

3,917 

1929 

10,860 

3,097 

13,957 

10,393 

3,564 

1930 

16,284 

4,053 

20,337 

14,854 

5,483 

1931 

n,no 

2,799 

20,577 

16,644 

3,933 

1932 

20,830 

1,462 

22^292 

18,182 

4,110 

1933 

17,821 

1,317 

19,138 

15,115 

4,023 

1934 

18,523 

1,233 

19,756 

15,050 

4,706 

1935 

18,990 

2,834 

,  21,824 

16,771 

5,053 

Table  (a)  summarises  the  new  cases  attending  during  1935, 
and  Table  (6)  is  an  analysis  of  the  attendances. 


(a)  Cases  treated  at  South  Shields  Clinic  during  1935. 


New  Cases. 

New  Cases  From 
Other  Centres. 

Total  Cases  * 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Syphilis 

62 

33 

48 

1 

260 

80 

Soft  chancre 

8 

2 

^  * 

18 

«  • 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- venereal 

228 

40 

12 

1 

301 

62 

diseases  . . 

205 

36 

237 

41 

Total  . 

503 

109 

62 

2 

816 

183 

*  Includes  those  in  attendance  from  the  previous  year. 


(b)  Total  Attendances  at  the  Clinic  during  1935. 


Males. 

Fen 

aales. 

Total. 

Av( 
Attei 
per  f 

3rage 

adance 

)atient. 

M.O. 

Others. 

M.O. 

Others. 

M.O. 

Others. 

Male. 

Female. 

S3rphilis  .... 
Soft  chancre 
Gonorrhoea 
Non-vener’l 
diseases  . . 

3,592 

41 

2,068 

441 

10,629 

«  • 

1,582 

375 

90 

3,006 

•  • 

5,174 

41 

2,443 

531 

13,635 

• 

13.8 

2.3 

42.2 

1.9 

19.8 

54.5 

2.2 

Total  .... 

6,142 

10,629 

2,047 

3,006 

8,189 

13,635 

20.6 

27.6 
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Non-residents  made  2,834  attendances  at  the  clinic  during 
1935,  as  follows  : — 


From  12  Counties  in  England  and  Wales  .  1,845 

,,  9  County  Boroughs  .  421 

,,  Scotland  . 245 

,,  Irish  Free  State .  2 

,,  5  Colonies,  Dominions,  etc .  113 

,,  14  foreign  countries  .  208 


Table  (c)  indicates  the  disposal  of  cases  during  the  year. 


(c)  Disposal  of  Cases. 


Syphilis. 

Soft  chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Ceased  attendance  : 

(a)  Before  completion  of 
treatment  . 

62 

15 

1 

63 

25 

(6)  After  completion  of  treat¬ 
ment,  but  before  final 
tests  of  cure  . 

5 

2 

i 

3 

Transferred  to  other  centres  or 
to  private  practitioners  .  . 

57 

9 

6 

33 

3 

Discharged  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final 
tests  of  cure  . 

14 

5 

7 

141 

11 

Under  treatment  31st  Dec., 
1935 . 

122 

51 

2 

57 

20 

In-patient  Treatment. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  admit  any  patients  to  the 
wards  during  the  year. 

Arsenobenzene  Compounds. 

2,916  doses  of  these  compounds  were  administered  to  patients 
at  the  clinic.  In  addition  225  doses  were  supplied  to  6  medical 
practitioners. 

Pathological  Examinations. 

450  examinations  of  pathological  material  were  made  at  the 
clinic. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  specimens  from  South 
Shields  residents  examined  at  the  College  of  Medicine.  The  figures 
include  specimens  sent  by  other  clinics  and  hospitals  and  those 
sent  by  12  private  practitioners,  9  of  whom  were  South  Shields 
doctors. 


Source  of  Material. 

Xiature  of  Examination. 

Wassermann 

Re-actions. 

Micro¬ 

scopical. 

General 

C.S.F. 

Exam. 

South  Shields  V.D.  Clinic . 

747 

2 

Newcastle  V.D.  Clinic . 

19 

2 

Tynemouth  V.D.  Clinic . 

9 

,  * 

Harton  Hospital,  South  Shields 

41 

,  , 

Ingham  Infirmary,  So.  Shields 

16 

•  • 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  New- 

castle  . 

21 

Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle 

1 

•  • 

H.M.  Prison,  Durham . 

1 

Private  Practitioners  . 

41 

16 

Total  . 

896* 

16 

4 

*  Exclusive  of  6  C.  S.  Wassermann  Tests. 


In  addition  two  gonococcal  fixation  tests  were  made,  one  for 
the  Newcastle  clinic  and  one  for  a  private  practitioner. 

South  Shields  Cases  treated  at  other  Centres. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  South  Shields 
residents  treated  at  other  centres  during  1935. 


Newcastle.  | 

1  Tynemouth. 

j  Sunderland. 

j  Hull. 

Seamen’s 

Hospital, 

Greenwich. 

Total. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  dealt  with  during 
the  year  for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from  : — 
Syphilis  . 

7 

1 

1 

4 

4 

17 

Soft  chancre . 

•  . 

•  • 

1 

.  • 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea  . 

9 

2 

1 

10 

10 

32 

Non- venereal  diseases . 

o 

w 

2 

•  • 

1 

3 

8 

(6)  Total  attendances  at  out-patient 
clinic  . 

259 

113 

75 

32 

171 

650 

(c)  Aggregate  number  of  “  In-patient 
Days  ”  . 

49 

49 

{(])  No.  of  doses  of  arseno -benzene 
compounds  given  in  the  out-patient 
Clinic  and  In-patient  Department  .  . 

55 

32 

22 

4 

14 

127 

94 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births. 

The  number  of  births  reported  to  the  Health  Department 


during  1935  was  1,963  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Notified  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts  : 

By  midwives  .  1,292 

By  doctors  .  230 

By  relatives  and  others .  72 

1,594 

(h)  Reported  by  local  Registrars  (not  previously 

notified)  .  369 

1,963 


Approximately  81  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births  were  notified. 
This  total  (1,963)  is  exclusive  of  83  stillbirths,  57  of  which  were 
notified  by  midwives,  8  by  doctors,  and  18  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified  and  were  reported  by  the  Registrars.  The 
proportion  of  stillbirths  to  live  births  was  4.2  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  4.4  per  cent,  in  1934,  4.9  per  cent,  in  1933,  3.8  per  cent,  in 
1932,  and  3.8  per  cent,  in  1931. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  154  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year,  or  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  80  per  1,000  births.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  1934  was  83  per  1,000. 

Of  the  154  deaths,  83  occurred  among  boys  and  71  among  girls, 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  85  and  75  per  1,000  births  respectively. 

Neo-natal  deaths,  or  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life, 
numbered  64,  i.e.,  33  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  among  illegitimate  children  numbered  8  out  of  75 
illegitimate  births,  or  a  rate  of  107  per  1,000  as  compared  with  a 
rate  of  79  among  legitimate  children. 
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The  mortality  rate  among  infants  in  each  quarter  was  : 

1st  quarter .  120  per  1,000  births. 

2nd  ,,  58  ,, 

3rd  ,,  65  ,, 

4th  „  84 


The  principal  causes  of  deaths  in  infants  were  : 

r  Prematurity  .  30 

Ante-natal  <  Debility . ‘ .  7 

t  Malformations,  atelectasis,  birth  injuries,  etc.  19 

56 

17 
11 
13 
5 

30 
5 
17 


Pneumonia  . . 

Bronchitis  . 

j  Convulsions  . . 

Post-natal  ^  Measles  . 

j  Gastro-intestinal  disorders 

Tuberculosis  . 

'  Other  causes . 


Maternal  Mortality. 

During  1935  there  were  10  deaths  among  mothers  as  a  result 
of  pregnancy.  For  eveiy  193  live  births  (or  200  total  births)  one 
mother  lost  her  life.  In  1934  the  figure  was  one  in  300 ;  in  1933, 
one  in  187 ;  in  1932  one  in  225.  The  average  for  the  last  five  years 
was  one  in  221  total  births.  The  maternal  death  rate  during  1935 
was  5.00  per  1,000  total  births  as  compared  with  3.93  per  1,000  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Sepsis  .  4 

Abortion  .  1 

Ectopic  gestation  .  1 

Puerperal  haem.orrhage .  2 

Embolism  .  1 

Eclampsia  .  1 


-Six  of  the  patients  died  in  hospital  and  four  at  home. 
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Two  of  these  mothers  had  attended  a  pre-natal  clinic  :  one 
made  only  one  attendance,  and  in  the  other  case  she  had  delayed 
obtaining  admission  to  hospital  for  which  she  had  received  a  note 
from  the  Council’s  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 


Age  at  death  : 

20 — 25  years  .  1 

25—30  „  4 

30—35  „  2 

35—40  „  2 

40—45  „  1 


In  addition,  another  death  (in  hospital)  occurred  from  lobar 
pneumonia,  not  primarily  due  to  pregnancy  or  parturition. 

Nine  reports  on  maternal  deaths  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  during  the  year  (the  tenth  death  occurred  out  of  the 
Borough).  The  medical  officers  of  health  in  other  areas  were 
notified  of  maternal  deaths  occurring  in  South  Shields  hospitals. 

Inspection  of  Midwives. 

During  1935,  26  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise, 
including  three  who  lived  in  the  administrative  County  of  Durham, 
but  excluding  19  practising  in  Harton  Hosj^ital.  All  are  trained 
women. 

1,023  (or  50  per  cent.)  of  the  total  births  were  attended  by 
midwives,  apart  from  210  cases  in  which  the  midwife  acted  as 
maternity  nurse,  and  exclusive  of  confinements  in  hospitals. 

10  midwives  had  10  -cases  or  less  each. 

6  ,,  11  to  25  cases  each. 

1  midwife  had  37  cases. 

5  mid  wives  had  51  to  100  cases  each. 

4  ,,  101  to  150  ,, 

These  figures  include  still-births  and  abortions. 

One  midwife  was  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
delay  in  sending  for  medical  assistance  in  a  case  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  At  the  hearing  of  the  case  in  London  the  Board 
censured  the  midwife  and  suggested  that  she  gain  further  experience 
of  the  disease  and  of  the  care  of  the  eyes. 

Two  other  midwives  were  reported  to  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee.  They  attended  a  meeting  of  the" Committee 
where  they  were  cautioned  as  to  their  future  conduct. 
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There  were  notified  to  the  Board  25  changes  of  addresses  among 
midwives,  and  six  temporary  suspensions,  the  midwives  concerned 
having  been  in  contact  with  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

All  the  midwives  practising  in  the  borough  were  circularised 
on  the  use  of  drugs,  particularly  ergot.  Lectures  were  organised  by 
the  local  midwives’  association  ;  one  lecture  on  ‘‘  Meddlesome 
Midwifery  ”  was  given  by  Mr.  Harvey  Evers,  of  Newcastle. 

During  the  year  the  Council  paid  the  midwife’s  fee  in  243 
necessitous  cases  (234  births  and  9  abortions)  at  a  cost  of  £251  6s.  6d. 

The  following  is  a  report  made  to  me  by  the  Inspector  of 
Midwives,  Miss  R.  Freeman  : — 

There  were  94  routine  visits  of  inspection  and  45  special 
visits  paid  to  midwives,  and  on  10  occasions  midwives  were  inter¬ 
viewed  at  the  Health  Department. 

In  compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
midwives  were  temporarily  suspended  from  practice  on  six  occasions 
so  that  disinfection  of  clothes  and  apphances  might  be  satisfactorily 
carried  out. 

One  midwife  was  cited  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  to 
answer  a  charge  of  failure  to  call  medical  aid  for  a  baby  suffering 
from  inflammation  of  or  discharge  from  the  eyes.  The  Board 
decided  the  charge  proved.  The  midwife  was  censured  and 
cautioned  to  observe  the  rules  rigidly  in  the  future. 

Two  midwives  appeared  before  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
I  Committee.  In  one  case  the  midwife  delayed  in  sending  for  medical 
aid  in  the  case  of  a  child  suffering  from  discharging  eyes.  The 
midwife  was  cautioned.  In  the  other  case  the  midwife  was  charged 
with  failure  to  take  the  temperature  and  pulse  of  the  patient  during 
the  lying-in  period  and  of  making  false  entries  of  same  in  her 
register.  The  committee  resolved  that  the  midwife  be  severely 
cautioned  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  midwife  was  interviewed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
regarding  a  complaint  received.  The  midwife  expressed  her  regret. 
She  was  cautioned. 

There  were  22  visits  of  investigation  made  regarding  9  maternal 
deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year. 


98 


Fourteen  visits  were  paid  to  patients  where  the  midwife  had 
sought  medical  help  for  discharging  e^^es  of  the  child. 

I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  one  midwife — ^Miss  Bell,  of 
Jarrow — ^who  practised  in  this  area. 

Two  midwives  left  the  town  during  the  year.” 

Notifications  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  from  (1)  nridwives  practising  in  the  Borough 
and  (2)  midwives  in  hospital  practice  : — 

(1)  (2) 

Sending  for  medical  help  .  352  112 

(Causes)  .  353  114 

(Cases)  .  321  94 

Still-birth  notifications .  21  11 

Deaths  of  infants .  17  1 

Deaths  of  mothers .  2  3 

Laying  out  of  dead  bodies .  3  3 

Artificial  feeding .  19  8 

Infectious  cases  .  27 

Intention  to  practise .  26  19 

The  cases  for  which  medical  help  was  called  numbered  467  ; 
of  these  388  were  due  to  abnormalities  in  the  mother,  and  79  in  the 
infant. 

In  the  case  of  mothers  the  chief  causes  were  : — • 

(1)  (2) 

Delayed  labour,  mal-presentations,  etc .  115  26 

Abortion  (or  threatened)  .  B) 

Haemorrhage  and  placenta  praevia .  13  15 

Perineal  rupture .  67  36 

Increased  pulse  or  temperature  .  14  7 

Albuminuria,  fits,  oedema,  etc .  17  2 

Retained  or  adherent  placenta .  9  3 

Phlebitis  .  5 

Pyelitis,  cystitis  and  mastitis  .  5 

Shock,  collapse,  etc .  9  6 

Other  conditions .  15  8 


Total .  285  l03 
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In  the  case  of  the  infant  the  chief  causes  were  ; 


Feebleness  and  prematurity .  13  1 

Inflamed  eyes .  26  1 

Rash .  4  4 

Still-birth .  2 

Jaundice  .  2 

Malformations .  5  1 

Fits  .  4  1 

Bronchitis,  etc . ? .  8 

Other  conditions .  4  3 

Total .  68  11 


During  the  year,  doctors  who  had  been  called  in  by  midwives 
rendered  accounts  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  in  324  cases 
for  fees  amounting  to  £578.  The  authority  decided  to  recover 
£125  from  87  cases.  The  amount  actually  recovered  during  the 
year  was  £33. 

The  Council  decided  that  in  cases  where  the  midwife  called  in 
medical  assistance  for  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  no  attempt 
would  be  made  in  future  to  recover  the  doctor’s  fee. 


Maternity  Homes. 

There  are  three  registered  maternity  homes  in  the  Borough. 
There  were  no  applications  for  registration  during  the  year,  and 
none  were  cancelled. 

There  is  accommodation  for  11  patients  at  these  homes,  and 
in  addition  there  are  16  beds  in  Hart  on  Hospital,  and  a  varying 
number  in  the  Ingham  Infirmary. 

Two  deaths  of  infants  occurred  in  a  registered  home  during 
the  year,  one  aged  4  days  from  intra-cranial  haemorrhage,  and  one 
aged  4  months  from  convulsions. 

The  Inspector  of  Midwives  paid  7  visits  of  inspection  to  the 
homes. 
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The  number  of  births  reported  in  maternity  homes  and  hospitals 
in  the  Borough  during  1935  was  as  follows  : — 


Residents. 

Non -Re 

sidents. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Harton  Hospital  . 

144 

10 

30 

12 

Ingham  Infirmary  . 

7 

1 

3 

.  . 

Registered  Maternity  Homes 

15 

2 

3 

Total  . 

166 

13 

36 

12 

Pre-natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

In  order  to  minimise  the  amount  of  travelling  for  mothers  and 
infants  attending  the  clinics,  new  centres  were  established  at 
Harton  Nook  on  the  12th  February,  and  at  Boldon  Lane  on  the  13th 
February.  These  centres  serve  the  population  on  the  Council’s 
housing  estates,  and  adjoining  areas.  A  pre-natal  clinic  was  also 
held  at  Harton  Nook  once  a  week  and  an  additional  pre-natal  clinic 
at  Harton  Hospital.  To  staff  these  clinics  it  wa^s  necessary  to 
discontinue  one  session  weekly  at  the  Municipal  Chnics. 

There  are  now  five  infant  wehare  centres  in  which  eight 
sessions  per  week  are  held,  and  three  pre-natal  centres  where  four 
sessions  per  week  are  held. 

In  addition.  Dr.  A.  S.  Hannay,  Medical  Officer  of  Harton 
Hospital,  conducted  a  pre-natal  clinic  weekly,  principally  for  those 
patients  who  had  signified  their  intention  to  enter  the  hospital  for 
their  confinements.  At  this  clinic  96  women  paid  562  attendances. 
The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  attendances  at  the  Municipal 
pre-natal  clinics.  Including  Dr.  Hannay’s  clinic  it  will  be  seen  that 
of  the  total  births,  850  expectant  mothers  or  over  42  per  cent, 
attended  : — 
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Municipal  Pre-Natal  Clinics. 


Stanhop 

e  Road. 

Harton 

Nook. 

Harton 

Hosp. 

Total. 

Mon. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Mon. 

Number  of  names  brought 

forward  from  1934 . 

42 

35 

77 

Number  of  new  cases  1935  : 
Expectant  mothers  .... 

327 

220 

18 

34 

599 

Non-pregnant  . 

33 

41 

2 

2 

78 

Number  of  subsequent  attend¬ 
ances,  1935 . 

597 

574 

183 

96 

1,450 

Total  attendances,  1935 . 

999 

870 

203 

132 

2,204 

Number  of  sessions  held  .... 

48 

49 

45 

28 

170 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  table  is  a  detailed  summary  of  the  attendances  : 


Stan¬ 

hope 

Road. 

Tyne 

Dock. 

Queen 

Street 

H’ton 

Nook. 

Bold’n 

Lane. 

Total 

1935. 

Total 

1934. 

No.  of  children  who 
attended  at  the  clinics 
for  the  first  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  : 

Children  under  one  year 
of  age . 

501 

220 

243 

97 

120 

1,181 

1,162 

Children  1-5  years  of  age 

222 

150 

258 

60 

53 

753 

620 

Total  No.  of  attendances 
made  ; 

By  children  under  1  year 

5,610 

3,151 

3,591 

1,941 

1,967 

16.260 

14,402 

By  children  1-5  years  .  . 

2,444 

2,622 

2,335 

650 

764 

8,815 

8,042 

By  nursing  mothers  .... 

215 

256 

234 

41 

70 

816 

662 

Average  attendance  per 
session  : 

*Afternoon  sessions  .... 

78 

78 

83 

79 

80 

*Morning  sessions . 

*  • 

35 

34 

58 

59 

46 

25 

*  Babies  and  children  only. 
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Home  Visiting  and  Clinic  Sessions. 

The  following  ta  ble  summarises  the  visits  of  the  Health  Visitors 
in  relation  to  the  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 
Visits  in  connection  with  tuberculosis,  the  school  medical  service, 
and  regarding  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  referred  to  in 
the  respective  sessions  of  this  report,  or  in  my  annual  report  as 
School  Medical  Officer. 

No.  of  visits  paid  :  first  visits  (after  notification  at  birth). .  1,934 
,,  ,,  subsequent  visits  :  infants  under  1  year  5,532 

,,  ,,  „  children  1 — 5  years  7,598 


,,  children  breast  fed  (at  first  visit) . about  93  per  cent. 

,,  visits  re  still  births  .  61 

„  ,,  re  infant  deaths .  77 

„  ,,  re  cases  of  puerperal  fever . 

,,  ,,  to  expectant  mothers  :  first  visits  .  610 

subsequent  visits  ....  214 

,,  ,,  re  applications  for  free  milk  .  1,389 

,,  ,,  midwifery  emergency  cases .  316 

Other  visits .  66 

The  Health  Visitors  attended  the  under-mentioned  clinic 
sessions  : — 

Infant  and  child  welfare  clinics  . 919  sessions. 

Pre-natal  clinics  .  263 


apart  from  attendances  at  the  tuberculosis  dispensary  and  school 
clinics  and  venereal  diseases  clinics. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia. 

Four  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  ten  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were 
notified  during  1935.  All  the  fever  cases  and  five  of  the  pyretic 
cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  Included  in  the  pyrexia  notifica¬ 
tions  was  a  non-resident.  Two  of  the  fever  cases  and  two  of  the 
pyrexia  cases  died;  one  of  the  latter  developed  puerperal  septicaemia, 
and  the  other  died  from  lobar  j)neumonia.  In  addition,  one  South 
Shields  patient  died  in  another  town  from  cellulitis  and  chorea 
gravidarum.  The  case  rate  for  puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia  was 
7  per  1,000  total  births,  as  compared  with  13  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  15.7  for  the  County  Boroughs  generally. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Ten  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year.  In  addition,  there  were  21  other  notifications  of  ‘‘discharging 
eyes  ’  ’  notified  by  midwives,  but  these  were  not  subsequently 
notified  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

One  of  the  cases  of  ophthalmia  subsequently  developed  some 
impairment  of  vision.  This  was  the  case  in  which  the  midwife 
delayed  in  calling  medical  assistance,  and  was  the  subject  of  enquiry 
by  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board. 

Home  Nursing. 

Eleven  cases,  including  five  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  four 
puerperal  pyrexia,  and  two  cases  of  measles,  were  nursed  at  home 
by  the  nurses  of  the  South  Shields  and  District  Nursing  Association 
at  the  cost  of  the  Council. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

During  the  year  the  name  of  one  child  was  added  to  the  register. 
There  are  now  the  names  of  six  children  on  the  register  in  six  homes. 
The  health  visitors  paid  26  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  children  during 
the  year. 

Convalescent  Home. 

22  children  were  admitted  to  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Cleadon 
during  the  year  at  the  cost  ot  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee.  All  were  under  five  years  of  age.  In  all,  2,353  in¬ 
patient  days  were  spent  in  the  home,  or  approximately  an  average 
of  six  children  were  in  the  home  daily.  18  were  discharged,  most  of 
whom  remained  in  the  home  for  comparatively  long  periods.  The 
average  duration  of  stay  was  74  days.  A  few  children  remained  for 
short  periods  only.  They  either  could  not  settle  in  their  new 
surroundings  or  the  parents  would  not  allow  them  to  remain. 
There  has  been  some  difficulty  in  persuading  parents  to  allow  their 
children  to  go  to  the  home  ,but  every  child  who  remained  a  reason¬ 
able  time  benefited  greatly  in  health. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

33  patients  under  5  years  of  age,  including  19  new  cases,  made 
881  attendances  at  Harton  Hospital  for  exposure  to  the  Ultra 
Violet  rays.  The  majority  were  suffering  from  rickets.  A  number 
of  children  under  five  years  were  also  sent  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  treatment  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculous  conditions. 
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Assisted  Milk  Scheme. 

1,371  applications  for  milk,  including  752  from  expectant 
mothers,  were  granted  during  the  year.  200  were  re-applications, 
the  former  applications  having  lapsed  or  having  been  cancelled. 

The  quantities  of  milk  distributed  were  as  follows  : — 

Dried  milk  given  free  or  at  a  price  below  cost  .  .46,411  lbs. 

Fresh  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  .  208  gallons. 

Dried  milk  sold  at  price  slightly  above  cost  .  .  13,591  lbs. 

The  cost  of  the  assisted  milk  scheme  for  the  year  1935  was 
£2,044. 

The  amount  distributed  averaged  950  lbs.  a  week  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  There  was  a  steady  decrease  until  the  middle 
of  July,  when  the  average  amount  was  850  lbs.  per  week.  Then 
there  was  an  increase  until  the  end  of  the  year  when  900  lbs.  per 
week  were  being  distributed.  One  applicant  for  free  milk  made 
a  deliberate  mis-statement  as  to  his  income.  He  was  cautioned 
in  a  letter  from  the  Town  Clerk. 
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TABLE  10.— DEATHS  DURING  1935  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  5 

CAUSES  AND  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under  4 

*  Weeks. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

[  Total  Deaths 

1  Under  1  Year. 

i 

All  Causes  :  Certified  . 

36 

11 

12 

4 

63 

27 

21 

21 

19 

151 

Uncertified  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

3 

Smallpox . 1 

•  • 

.. 

.. 

\ 

•  • 

Chickenpox . i 

•• 

•• 

• ; 

Measles . 

1 

1 

.. 

i 

5 

Scarlet  fever . 

1 

1 

Whooping  cough . 

.  . 

•  • 

Diphtheria  and  croup . 

.  . 

Erysipelas . : 

•  • 

•  • 

.  - 

Tuberculous  meningitis . 

2 

2 

Abdominal  tuberculosis . 

^  3 

3 

Other  tuberculous  diseases .... 

.. 

.. 

Meningitis  {not  tuberculous)  .  . ' 

Convulsions . i 

1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

2 

4 

13 

Laryngitis . ' 

•  • 

.  « 

•  • 

•  « 

•• 

Bronchitis . 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

11 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

1 

1 

6 

4 

4 

2 

17 

Diarrhoea  . 

•  . 

*  . 

.  . 

2 

1 

3 

Enteritis  . 

1 

2 

3 

10 

3 

3 

4 

23 

Oastritis  . 

1 

3 

4 

Syphilis  . 

•  • 

Rickets . 

•  • 

♦  • 

Suffocation,  overlying  . 

.  . 

•  • 

Injury  at  birth . 

3 

3 

•  • 

3 

Atelectasis  . 

2 

2 

2  1 

Congenital  malformations .... 

4 

2 

3 

9 

1 

2 

12  j 

Premature  birth . 

19 

4 

1 

2 

26 

3 

1 

*  * 

30 

Atrophy,  debility  &  marasmus 

4 

1 

1 

•  . 

6 

1 

7  i 

Other  causes . 

3 

1 

.  . 

1 

5 

2 

7 

2 

2 

18  1 

1 

2 

Total . 1 

36 

11 

12 

5 

64 

28 

21 

22 

19 

154  1 

Net  Births  in  the  year  : —  Net  Deaths  in  the  year  ; — 

Legitimate .  1,855  Legitimate  Infants  .  .  146 

Illegitimate  ....  75  •  Illegitimate  Infants  . .  8 
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TABLE  11.— DEATHS  DURING  1935  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  : 

CAUSES  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes — 
Certified 
Uncertified 


Smallpox  . 

Chickenpox  . 

Measles . 

Scarlet  fever  . 

Whooping  cough  . . 

Diphtheria  and  croup  . 

Erj’^sipelas . 

Tuberculous  meningitis  . 

Abdominal  tuberculosis  . 

Ollier  tuberculous  diseases  ..... 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous)  . 

Cc  avulsions . 

Laryngitis . 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis  . . 

Gastritis  . 

Syphilis  . - . 

Rickets . 

Suffocation,  overlying  . . 

Injury  at  birth  . 

Atelectasis  . . 

Congenital  malformations . . 

Premature  birth . 

Atrophy, debility  &  marasmus 
Other  causes  . 


Total  deaths  under  one  year 


Number  of  Births" 


Infant  Mortality  Rate* 


Total  Deaths  at  all  agesf 


WARDS. 

Shields. 

Beacon. 

[  St.  Hilda. 

Hadrian. 

Holborn. 

Lay  gate. 

Victoria. 

Bents . 

Rekendyke. 

Westoe. 

1 

1 

Deans. 

AS* 

0 

0 

Q 

(U 

C 

H 

Simonside. 

West  Park. 

Harton.  ] 

2 

10 

10 

13 

9 

11 

16 

6 

10 

6 

8 

18 

20 

6 

*  6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

..... 

..... 

.... 

j  ..... 

i 

...... 

. 

..... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1  ..._ 

1  . 

i  _ 

- 

^... 

1 

. 

1  ..... 

— 

...... 

.M... 

.  j 

***•*• 

1  ..... 

j  . 

, 

T 

1 

z 

. 

- 

i  ...... 

1 

1 

..... 

..... 

1 

2 

2 

"i 

. 

1 

.... 

..... 

...... 

3 

i 

i  1 

- 

1 

"2 

2 

■3 

.... 

1 

**1 

3 

1 

i 

3 

3 

1 

I  ^ 

1 

1 

...... 

...... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  ...... 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

..... 

4 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

...... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1  -- 
1  ■■  1 

- 

.;.... 

. 

...... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

j 

2 

2 

,,,,,, 

1 

1 

6 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

i  3 

1 

!  3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

;  _ 

»  . . 

1 

1 

4 

3 

— 

i  1 

3 

. 

1  2 

!  i 

3 

10 

10 

13 

9 

11 

16 

[  7 

11 

6 

8 

18 

:  20 

6 

6 

65 

112 

87 

130 

67 

161 

153 

94 

179 

99 

183 

171 

196 

126 

1104 

46 

89 

1  li5 

100 

134 

68 

105 

1  74 

61 

61 

44 

105 

102 

48 

00 
.0  1 

57 

71 

,76 

93 
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136 
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121 
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1 

14 

*  The  births  dealt  with  in  this  table  are  (a)  1,594  live  births  notified  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Acts,  and  (b)  369  registered  and  not  previously  notified  ;  including  36  births  in  Harton 
Hospital  and  other  maternity  homes  among  “  non-residents  ”  of  the  Borough.  Elsewhere 
ill  this  report  the  Registrar- General’s  figures  of  births  registered  during  the  calendar  year 
have  been  used  for  the  calculation  of  birth-rates. 

t  Includes  8  deaths  in  Hospitals  among  persons  with  no  fixed  abode. 

Note: — The  decrease  in  the  births  and  deaths  in  Shields  Ward  and  Holborn  Ward  since  1932 
is  mainly  due  to  the  transference  of  the  population  from  those  Wards  to  Tyne  Dock,  Simonside 
and  West  Park  Wards  in  connection  with  housing  clearance  schemes. 
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